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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

The packet ship Emerald, capt. Howe, arrived at 
New York on the morning of the 7th instant, from 
Havre, bringing dates to January 9th, her day of 
sailing. 

The state of Paris was tranquil; the emeute which 
was expected when the North America left Liver- 
pool, had not broken out. 


The important news from China, which was 
brought by the North America, and which reached 
London by a telegraphic despatch over land, via 
Marseilles and Paris, was doubted by many mer- 
cantile men in Paris. The ‘Courier Francais” 
saysthat if the Chinese have agreed to pay the 
English 65,000,000 frances, 35,000,000 of this sum 
mast go to pay the opium merchants; leaving only 
30,000,000 franes to defray the expenses of the war; 
whereas the war will cost England double that sum. 

The same paper adds, that admiral Elliot could 
nothave had any authority to make a treaty with the 
Chinese, unless he thereby obtained some perma- 
nent advantage to the British government, which 
was not spoken of in the late news. 


The “Courier Francais” further says, that they 
are assured upon the highest authority that the 
British government will positively insist, (as an ul 
Umatum to their reconciliation with China), that 
they shall be allowed to have a resident minister 
Constantly at Pekin. 


In Paris, M. Thiers had not made any further 
progress, M. Guizot was strengthening himself and 
endeavoring to preserve pacific relations all round. 

The count de Pontois and M. Cochelet had not 

“en recalled from Constantinople and Alexandria 
when the Emerald left. 

Great dissatisfaction still existed in the public 
mind in Paris, relative to the state of the Egyptian 
question but no further demonstration had. taken 
place in the chambers. 

weather was still very cold in Paris. 
ing deen around ihe city were progress- 
Me colton market, Jan.9. The market re- 
rite Het the same. The arrivals of the week 
eo en large, but the holders not being anxious 

Press the sales, the prices have been well main- 


tained to the close. 


Frea: THE GERMAN CONFEDERATION. 
“quent mention has been made lately, in the 


nglish and continental in 
Vou. IX—Sic. ue of the military 





league for mutual defence, comprising almost all the 
European powers except France and Russia, and 
bearing the general title of the German confedera- 
tion. This prominence has been given to it in con- 
sequence of the threatening position assumed by 
France; and as the possibility of a war in Europe 
is not yet entirely removed, it may be interesting 
to our readers to know of what elements the league 
is composed, and what power it could bring into the 
ficld against the Gallic nation. — ; 

The army of the confederation consists of 10 
corps, seven of which are unmixed, and three mix- 
ed or composed of the combined complements of 
several different states. During peace it is not re- 
quired that the whole amount of each contingent 
shall be in active service, many being away on 
leave, but it is requisite that one-sixth of the foot 
and two-thirds of the cavalry should be always em- 
ployed. Those on leave, however, must present 
themselves each year, and be exercised for six 
weeks. 

The following is the exact quantum of troops 
supplied by each state, according to the last ar- 
rangement made by the diet in December, 1830; 
nor is any state required to supply more than was 
at first settled, although since that time, (1821), 
the population in some is considerably increased: 

Corps No 1, 2 and 3—Austria contributes three 
army corps, atnounting in all to 94,822 men, with 
192 pieces of cannon. 

Corps No. 4, 5 and 6—Prussia contributes three 
army corps, amounting in all to 79,234 men, with 
160 pieces of cannon. 

Corps No. 7—Bavaria contributes one army corps, 
amounting in all to 35,600 men, with 72 pieces of 
cannon. 

Corps No. 8—Wurtemburg, Grand Duchy of 
Hesse and Baden, together, contribute one army 
corps, amounting in all to 30,150 men, with 60 
pieces of cannon. 

Corps No. 9—Saxony, Electoral Hesse and Nas- 
sau, together, contribute one army corps, amount- 
ing in all to 21,718 men, with 44 pieces of cannon. 

Corps No. 10—Hanover, Holstein, Luenburg, 
Brunswick, Mecklenburg Schwerin, Mecklenburg 
Strelitz, Oldenburg, free towns of Lubeck, Bremen 
and Hamburgh, together contribute one army corps, 
amounting in all to 28,038 men, with 56 pieces of 
cannon. | 

‘The remaining confederate states, instead of form- 
ing any army corps, are required by the last ar- 
rangement to form in common a body of infantry 
reserve, which amounts in all to 11,366 men. In 
order to the maintenance of these several forces, 
each state is required to contribute a certain sum to 
the general fand. 

The grand total amounts to 300,928 men, and 534 
pieces of cannon. But it must be observed that the 
numbers above given are only the required mint- 
mum for each of the confederate states, and that in 
case of need the force actually contributed might 
probably be doubled. [N. Y. Com. Adv, 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

The slave trade at Rio Janeiro. An officer of 
the United States ship Potomac, writing to the 
editor of the Delaware Free Press, gives the fol- 
lowing picture of the slave trace at Rio: , 

The slave trade has never been prosecuted with 
more vigor and success in Brazil, than during the 
past five years. Angola is the port in Africa which 
chiefly supplies this market. The difference in 
price between a negroin Angola and Rio, is but 
one hundred dollars—selling for one hundred and 
fifty dollars in Angola, and two hundred and fifty 
in this place. Indeed, it is said to be common for 
vessels to bring slaves, as passengers, from one 
port to the other, for one hundred dollars per head. 
This shippers can afford to do, as insurance can be 
effected on a cargo, for ten per cent. ad valorein. 

Some years since government took measures to 
suppress the trade, but they have not been or are 
not now very sincere in their professions, or more 
might have been done towards affecting it. In 1836 
there was a colonization society founded here, by 
the charitable donations of individuals, for the pur- 
pose of returning all freed negroes to Africa, (I 
think Liberia), but I do not know that any good 
whatever has resultedfrom it. One cargo, I am 
informed, was despatched, but were never heard 
from, and it is supposed the whole number (four 
hundred) were captured by a slaver and taken to 





Cuba. It is however, most probable the agents 
betrayed the confidence reposed in them, and in- 
stead of taking them to Africa, shipped them toa 
slave trading country and sold them. 

From Buenos Ayres. By the brig Cadet, captain 
Babson, at Boston, from Buenos Ayres, a file of the 
British Packet has been received by the Boston 
Daily Advertiser. The only news of importance 
is the subjoined extract: 

From the British Packet, of Nov. 28. 

Letters from Santa Fe relate the particulars of an 
engagement which took place on the 16th inst. be- 
tween a body of 200 men of the confederated army 
and a considerably superior force commanded by 
Lavalle in person. The action commenced about 
sun-set at a place called Tres iste tas, and lasted 
till dark. Lavalle’s troops are represented as not 
having long resisted the shock of their opponents, 
having fled in all directions, leaving upwards of 
400 killed on the field of battle, including officers; 
whilst the lost of the victors is stated as compara- 
tively small, although embracing two officers. 
Lavelle is said to have escaped, accompanied only 
by four adjutants; his carriage, however, was cap- 
tured. The victorious troops appeared to have 
been exclusively composed of a division of Santa- 
fecinos, under the command of colonel Andrade, 
and some squadrons of the Guardia del Monte 
militia of the province. 

It is affirmed that Lavalle’s troops have evacuat- 
ed Santa Fe and that such are their privations from 
their supplies being cut off, that only one head of 
cattle is allowed forthe daily rations of 100 men. 
Governor Lopez was still in the province at the 
head of the troops. President Oribe continued in 
the command of the combined army. 

TEXAS, MEXICO AND GREAT BRITAIN. 

The London Morning Chronicle of a late date 
contains some information which has not yet ap- 
peared in this country. in relation to the treaty re- 
cently made between Mexico and Great Britain, and 
the more recent acknowledgment by the latter 
power, of the independence of the republic of Tex- 
as. Lord Palmerston is reported to have said that 
the Texan government agreed to take upon itself 
$1,000,000 of the Mexican debt. It is added, that 
adeputation that waited upon the minister upon the 
subject, expressed a wish that provision should be 
made for giving the bondholders the option of re- 
ceiving part of the debt thus recognised by Texas 
in land, with a view to colonization. Lord Pal- 
merston, requested the deputation to put their 
views in writing. From the same source we learn, 
that it is expressly stipulated in the Mexican con- 
vention that 100,000,000 of acres of the vacant 
lands in the departments of California, Chihuahua, 
New Mexico, Sonora and ‘Texas, shall be specially 
hypothecated in the payment of the principal and 
interest of the national consolidated fund until the 
total extinction of the bonds; and, by the decree of 
the Mexican congress confirming the terins, it is 
declared, in addition to the general hypothecation, 
that 25,000,000 acres of government lands in the 
departments having the nearest communication with 
the Atlantic, shall be specially set apart for gecurity 
to the bondholders, and for the purposes of coloni- 
zation. 

On the same occasion, a communication was read 
from the London financial agency of Mexico, stat- 
ing that the plan proposed for the consolidation of 
the overdue coupons has been approved by the 
Mexican executive, ancl was under the consideration 
of congress. The whole of the custom warrants 
sent out, equal to $1,400,000, would be paid off by 
the end of the present year, leaving the 1-6 part of 
the enstom revenues available for the payments of 
the dividends. The Mexican converted debt ig 
about £9,806,415, one half of which is an active 
five per cent stock, making the dividend presently 
payable equal to £245,000 per annum. 

TEXAS. 

‘The steam ship New York at New Orleans from 
Galveston, brings Texas papers to the 294 January. 

The congress was still in session, byt no impor- 
tant matters are under discussion; nor did the last 
advices fromm Austin contain any additional intelli- 
gence from the Mexican frontier. 

There have been great floods even in Texas.— 
Buffalo bayou had risen to an unusual height, eaus- 
ing much devastation. People living on Bray’s 
bayou were obliged to climb trees, to escape drown- 
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ing. Notwithstanding the great rise of the waters 
40 feet in Butialo bayou—the weather was intense- 
ly cold; and ice and drift wood prevented navigation 
in the streams. ‘The Trinity river was reported to 
be ata high stage, and rising rapidly. The freshet 
has carried away two bridges over Buffalo, and one 
over White Oak bayou. Ice was formed three 
inches thick. 

The bad weather had brought al! sorts of business 
toa stand. 


CANADA, 

Union of the Canadas. The New York Herald 
states that governor general Thompson will issue 
his proclamation on the 7th instant, declaring the 
union of the two provinces, and for the assembling 
of the new parliament at Kingston in May next. 

Kingston, the new capital of the United Provin- 
ces, is situated on the lower end of Lake Ontario, 
nearly opposite Sackett’s harbor. 





LET US LOOK AROUND US. 

The task of removing, for the time being, some- 
what unships ones faculties as well as furniture. 
At least he must have great facility of mind who 
can do much at editing a paper whilst engaged in 
directing the arrangements which are necesssary in 
fixing a printing office to the best advantage. Hav- 
ing now established ourselves next to the old stand 
so long occupied by our lamented friend, HezEK1an 
Nixes, we shall be easily found by the friends of 
the publication, to which he contributed so largely 
to make useful to his countrymen. 

The recent occurrence of incidents which pro- 
mise to be highly important indeed to the people of 
this country, would have induced us to occupy a 
brief space of our pages with notions of our own 
which those incidents suggest, if we could have 
commanded the time to pen them. As it is, we 
must be content with merely suggesting that the 
termination of difficulties which Great Britain had 
on hand in Europe, by the change of the French 
juinistry, in entire subservence to the British party 
and policy—and the recent and sudden termination 
of the several affairs she had on hand in the east, in- 
cluding Syria, India and China, in all of which she 
has come off with a success, that will be very apt to 
intoxicate the people as well as the government of 
that pround country, and make it far more difficult 
for us to adjust the loug deferred and accumulating 
disputes which unhappily exist between them and 
ourselves. It is prudent that we should look around 
us—and prepare as well as we can for duties which 
those unexpected revolutions in affairs may shortly 
iinpose upon us. 

There is in the New York Herald of the 19th 
ult. a very interesting letter from Montreal on Ca- 
nadian affairs, which has elicited froin the Herald 
the following editorial remarks; which we recom- 
inend to attention. 


**The progress of British aggrandizement in every 
part of the world, savage and civilized, ought to 
alarm all independent nations. Within a few years 
she has possessed herself of every strong hold in the 
European or Asiatic seas, and has just set one foot 
upon Candia and St. Jean d’Acre in the Mediter- 
ranean, while another is firmly planted on the extre- 
mity of the old continent, upon the island of Chusan 
in the Chinese seas. Her territorial encroachments, 
by land and by water, under varions pretexts, out- 
strip the career of Rome in her most paliny days. 
France, and all the other nations of Europe, nearly 
remain as they found themselves, at the close of the 
last European war. Russia makes a little progress 
by land, eastward and southward—but what is the 
speed of any country in every species of aggrandize- 
ment compared with that of England? Sie grasps 
universal dominion. 

But if England were content with European or 
Asiatic encroachment, we might pass it by in 
silence. Her ambition is as active on this conti- 
nent as in the old world. She has for balf a century 
held possession of a large tract of American terri- 
tory in Maine, and now refuses to give it up. She 
is naking the same encroachments on the northwest; 
on both sides of the Rocky mountains. Under the 
plea of suppressing the slave trade, she seizes our 
merchant vessels in the African seas, and sends 
them for abjudication and confiscation wherever she 
pleases. Not content with these encroachments, her 
minister at Washington, Mr. Fox, most insolently 
demanils the liberation of McLeod, who is confined 
at Lockport under a charge of being one of the per- 
petrators in a case of robbery and murder in the 
waters of New York—while in Canada across the 
line, every preparation seems te be making to in- 
vade our soil, for the purpose of rescue, or to iati- 
wnidate the authorilies into compliance with their 
demand, 

In one view, our vessels are seized—our territory 
held—our waters invaded—our citizens murdered— 





our property outraged by British agency and British 
subjects. It is time for the American people to 
wake up and look about them. What prevents it? 
We will lift the veil: ‘There is a mean and degrad- 
ing interest in this country, composed of stock job- 
bers and their agents, that for the sake of borrowing 
inoney and negotiating loans in London, would ad- 
vise the American people to submit to any indigni- 
ty, and to negotiate till the day of judgment, in order 
that they might get their commissions. But the 
great buik of the American people are made of 
other stuff. They are of the same flesh, blood, soul, 
inind, spirit and race asthe British are, improved 
by an intellectual foundation of sound democracy— 
of that quality which crossed the ocean and planted 
their institutions at Plymouth, instead of tolerating 
the abuses of aristocracy in their native land. The 
various attempts of England recently made on our 
rights, will, we trust, be taken up with proper spirit 
by the new administration. It is time to look about 
us sharply—and gen. Harrison is the man to do it. 

We are glad to learn from this letter that the scoun- 
drel who detaced Brock’s monument at Queenston 
was not a native of the United States—but a Cana- 
dian, named LETT. The letter writer speaks of 
the spirit which would actuate our nation, could a 
British hand be found to perpetrate such an act 
upon an American monument. Has he forgotten 
the dastardly cefacement of the monuments at the 
Washington navy yard by gen. Ross’ troops, and 
the inscription on the mutilated marble, ‘DEFACED 
BY Britons?’, We have alively remembrance of it. 

The writer lays stress upon the fact that there 
are 2,000,000 of foreigners now on our northern 
frontier, and predicts thatin balf a century there 
will be two American democratic nations north of 
Mexico—they forgot Texas, and should have said 
three; unless he believed that as we hope Texas 
will swallow up Mexico, and thus put aa end to a 
most injurious and perfidious neighbor.” 

The following is an extract from the letter, 

‘There has been no public recognition of the in- 
dependence of the British colonies in North Ame- 
rica; but if that principle be carried out honestly, 
and practically observed, the colonies will be virtu- 
ally independent, so soon as the colonial represen- 
tatives have felt each other’s pulse. 

The British governinent stands pledged before the 
world toadminister the affairs of British North Ame- 
rica in conformity to the feelings, wishes and in- 
terests of the colonists, as expressed through their 
representatives. If there is no paltering with the 
colonists, in a double sense, British North America 
becomes virtually independent, so soon as the union 
bill is in full action. If, on the contrary, there is 
paltering with the colonists in a double sense, Bri- 
tish North America will be independent in name as 
well as in fact, in a very short period of time after 
the discovery is mace. 

There is a foreign pepulation of two millions at 
this present time on our northern border. 

Tue character of that population does not display 
the republican energy which characterizes the popu- 
lation of the country; but nevertheless, it is strongly 
marked with democracy. One million of the two 
are the descendants of the tories of the revolution. 
‘hey have all been reared in America, and the very 
atmosphere of America is democratic. All nature 
around them is free. They have chased the moose 
deer or speared the salinon; and there have been 
none to say them nay. ‘They have roused the echoes 
of their woods with their free voices and their inde- 
pendent shouts. They have never stood cap in 
hand betore a Jord or a landlord. They suck in de- 
mocracy from the nipples of their mothers. Their 
fathers taught them to conquer the earth-—not with 
the sword, but with the axe. The constitution of 
every thing around and about and above them, from 
the cradle has been democratic. One-haif of the 
remaining million are the laboring poor of the ‘old 
country,” or their children. These have bad a taste 
of the blessings of aristocracy in Europe, and they 
know what aristocracy is, from having felt it. The 
waters of democracy in America have been pleasant 
to their taste. They have drunk deep at its foun- 
tains, and have been cleansed from the impurities in- 
flicted by aristocracy on the poor in Europe. They 
are not the genoo-ine democrat, because they have 
been contaminated by aristocracy. They are not 
such good deinocrats as the natives, who are died in 
the wool. They are democrats, nevertheless—se- 
cond chop. The remaining half million are French. 
They are not of recent importation from Normandy 
or the Loire; but their g andfathers made the ‘‘clear- 
ings” for them. They would by this time have been 
good democrats, but for the feudal tenure and their 
patroons, French Canada is divided into seignio- 
ries; each is under a seignior, which is the French 
foralord. These Jords are the same ali the world 
over. ‘Their rule is oppressive. It is the nature of 
the beast. If it had not been for tne patroons, the 





Se 
French habitants, as they are called here, woul 
long since have shoveled off the “coutnmes de Pa 
ris,’ as they are now shoveling the snow off 
pavements beneath my window, by this time they 
would have been first rate democrats. ‘The 
troons and the priests have preverted them, heres 
and state has done its work here, as elsewhere a 
Nevertheless, things are not so bad with them as ;, 
vassal Europe. They have not breathed the agi, of 
America for nothing. They have harkened to th, 
harrangues of Papineau, who was a tolerable Zoo 
democrat, considering he was a mongrel and a e004 
deal of the ‘cur, Their seigniors, too, have bee, 
but little better than themselves—the distinctions o¥ 
cast have not been plainly marked—and under the 
constitution given them by Mr. Pitt, they became 
familiar with the exercise of the elective franchise. 
so thal allogether they are democrats too, of an jy: 
ferior description. To be a good democrat, one 
must be able to read and write and think. The jp. 
habitants don’t know much of these accomplish. 
ments, but nevertheless they will do at a pinch,’ 

“Thus, then we have on our northern border two 
millions of what may be styled British demoerats. 

I want you to turn that fact over in your ming. 
As soon as the British North America is united anq 
has got the steam up, under the principle of gover. 
ing, ‘in conformity to the feelings, wishes and i. 
terests of the people, as expressed through their re. 
presentatives in parliament assembled,’ there wii 
be considerable mutual and teciprocal action upon 
and between the U. States and British America. 

Some of the first of the proceedings of the united 
legislature, will be to endeavor to make the St, 
Lawrence the great northern ehannel of commerce; 
to knock away the bulkheads which the underlings 
of the imperial bureaux have put in between the 
provinces and the republic; to throw open the fo- 
rests to the backwoodsman; to invite foreign capital 
into the country; to do away with the feudal tenure, 
and establish registry offices. When all this is done, 
the waters of prosperity will rush in until they have 
reached the level they are at inthe United States, 

It will not be many years beiore there will bea 
population of five millions on our norther frontiers. 
They won't be foreign provincials as now, but a 
civil nation. It will not be the corpse of a nation, 
but a body full of democratic vitality and energy. 

I want you to think over the matter. Just givea 
squint over at it. Yon may put down in the politi- 
cal almanac, ‘there will be stormy weather about 
those times.’ 

England will no more be able to hold the colonies 
in, after the steam is up under the principle of ‘go- 
verning in conformity with the feelings, wishes and 
interests of the people,’ than you could hold in the 
British queen; I don’t mean the little vixen but the 
steamer. 

The British ministry know this very well, though 
they make believe not. They know what they are 
about; they are up toa thing or two, although they 
look so demure and innocent. ‘They saw they could 
not hold the colonies in, the minute they had read 
Durham’s report. They hold a council, and they 
said, if we can’t hold them in, at all events let us 
guide thein so that they shall not run into the U. 
States. Let us make a nation of them. Set them 
up on their own bottom. Take my word for this. 
I have it from a high quarter.’ sa 

The writer is of opinion that the English ministry 
are at last acting on the advice of Burke, he says: 

“If England had listened to Edmund Burke in 
1775, the British flag might now be waving over the 
U. States. He said, ‘let the colonies always keep the 
idea of their civil rights associated with your ¢9- 
vernment; they will cling and grapple to you: and 
no force under heaven will be able to tear thei from 
their allegiance. The more they multiply, the mere 
friends you will have; the more ardently they love 
liberty, the more perfectly will be their obedience. 
Is it not the same virtue that does every thing !0 
us here in England? Do you imagine it is the land 
tax act which raises your revenue? The annual 
vote in the committee of supply which gives you you! 
army? or that it is the mutiny bill that inspires it 
with bravery and discipline? No. It is the love © 
the people.’ So spoke Burke in 1775. England fe 
fused to listen to him, and instead of the Brit's 
flag, it is the star spangled banner that waves {rom 
the Atlantic to the Rocky mountains.” 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. on 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and yar 
the advice and consent of the senate. Wm. Macom 
to be consul of the United States for the island 0 
Trinidad. 

Thos. Hulme, to be consul of the United States 
for Sedan, in France. ; 

T. B. Livingston, to be consul of the United _— 
for the port of Halifax, in Nova Scotia, in the plac 
of John Moriow, removed. 
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— 
George Strobel, to be consul of the United States 


; ort of Matanzas, in the island of Cuba, in 
re pris of D. W. Courts, resigned. 





ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT 
or THE UNITED Srares. The election of presi- 
dent and vice president of the United States to 
serve for four years from the 4th day of March next, 
was on Wednesday consummated by the opening 
and counting, by the vice president of the United 
States, in the presence of both houses of congress, 
of the votes given by the electors in the respective 
states. When the votes had all been counted, the 
vice president proclaimed, in audible and distinct 
tones, that, 

Witttam Henry Harrison, of Ohio, having 
received a majority of the votes of the electors, is 
duly elected president of the United States; and that 

Joun Tycer, of Virginia, having received a ma- 
jority of the votes of the electors, is duly elected 
‘vice president of the United States. (Nat. Int. 





Procress oF GEN. Harrison. We copy from 
the correspondence of the Baltimore Patriot the in- 
teresting account of general Harrison’s journey, 
meetings and salutations of the peuple, &c. 

Pittsburg, Pa. Jan. 39. In my last communica- 
tion I informed you that general Harrison had made 
an engagement to meet the ladies of this city, at 
Concert Hall. Sometim:2 before the hour, an im- 
mense concourse of individuals were assembling in 
the neigiborhood of the building. The room of the 
hall was soon thronged with all the beauty and 
fashion of the town. From my own observaiions, 
and from what I could collect froin others, I sup- 
pose not less than three thousand whig young la- 
dies were present, exhibiting the most beautiful and 
sublime spectacle I ever beheld. When the hour 
of three arrived, the old hero alighted from the car- 
riage, and accompanied by his distinguished aids, 
and the hon. Harmar Denny, he entered the hall 
amidst the exclamations of the admiring crowd— 
the band playing ‘‘see the conquering hero comes.” 
The general rose, evidently much affected by this 
homage, thus paid by such a fascinating audience, 
addressed the ladies, in a few brief and eloquent 
reinarks. During the delivery of this speech, the 
general took the liberty to interweave a beautiful 
episode in his observations, of the most deeply in- 
teresting character. He feelingly alluded to an in- 
cident that occurred in 1794. He observed that he 
ought to have had a Pittsburg wife; that in 1794, 
he exchanged locks of hair with a lady of this 
town. The lady with whom the general had the 
good fortune to meet in 1794, happened to be pre- 
sent, andshe (Mrs. A*******) forthwith advanced 
to the general and tendered him her congratulations. 
The meeting exhibited much exhultation.. After 





he concluded, the general then shook by the hand 
the whig daughters of Pennsylvania, and all retired 
to their humes highly delighted with the «people’s 
president,” and highly gratified that they had an 
opportunity of grasping by the hand, the general, 
who had protected their country in times of danger 
and of difficulty. 

He will leave here for Brownsville to-morrow 
about 10 or 11 o’clock. The committee of this place 
have chartered a boat, for the purpose of conveying 
a and the gentlemen accompanying him to that 
lace, 

Brownsville, Pa. Feb. 1st, 1841. General Harri- 
son reached here to-night about 11 o’clock. Before 
I proceed to enumerate the circumstances attending 
the landing of the president elect at this place, | 
will sive you a brief sketch of what took place 
rc morning, prior to our embarkation from Pitts- 
urgh, and our progress up the river of the Monon- 
vahela, Early in the morning, before sunrise, the 
faunon and roar of artillery were heard in every part 


Was In motion, 


Bs inilitary corps exhibited a most splendid ap- 
detiet The front of the Pittsburg hotel (con- 
wei, y the enterprising and accommodating 
ne se ron, an old soldier under general Harrison), 
aly ded with individuals who had collected to- 
The » to take leave of the president of the people. 
ma General having left the hotel, to pay one or 
Me i. 8, to one or two valued friends, shortly 
enmanes wer the most enthusiastic cheering 
fore ily 4 - Some six thousand persons stood be- 
ranentarient The general, in obedience to the 
tee oo ae enlightened auditory, appeared before 
al feline made a few eloquent remarks in his usu- 
of theuetn Style, characterised by his usual vogor 
concluded oo closeness of observation. Having 
ments inti vese remarks, the committee of arrange- 
beral ae ee lo the vast assemblage, that the ge- 
anna whi rh onwards to the steamer Loyal 
tion to B is 1 had been prepared for his transporta- | 
rownsville. In a short time an immense 





concourse appeared-on the levee, although it vised 
raining and snowing immoderately. He delivered 
them a farewell address in the most touching and 
affectionate manner. The military companies ac- 
companied him to this place. We left Pittsburg 
with hearts grateful for the homage which the citi- 
zens had manifested for our old chief—we left the 
beautiful and facinating daughters of that city, who 
evinced such deep regard for the favorite of the 
people. The hospitable roofs—the splendid enter- 
tainments of the citizens of Pittsburg will long be 
remembered, 

As we ascended the river, every demonstration 
of respect was tendered the general, and the high- 
est degree of enthusiasm displayed. On reaching 
Elizabeth, we found an immense crowd on the 
banks of the river, ready to receive the general. 
At the warm salutations of bis friends, he tendered 
his kindest regards. A numerous collection of 
ladies were present fo welcome him to the town. 
He received them with that warmth and cordiality 
of feeling, for which he is so distinguished. At 
Williamsport he was also received with every de- 
gree of attention. On reaching Belle Vernon, a 
beautiful village immediately on the banks of the 
river, we discovered that a portion of it was bril. 
liantly illuminated. A few miles from this place, 
another dwelling was in a state of brilliant illumi. 
nation. We at length reached this place. We 
found two thousand individuals at 11 o’clock at 
night, to welcome the general, and to tender to him 
their hearty congratulations. At this place, he re- 
ceived the visits of numerous citizens. They soon 
dispersed—upon the promise of the committee that 
in the morning the general would receive them 
with pleasure. Great enthusiasm pervades this 
section of the state. 

General Harrison expects to leave here about 10 
o’clock to-morrow, for Uniontown, at which place 
he will spend to-morrow. 

Uniontown, Tuesday, Feb.2. This day we reach- 
ed Uniontown, Pennsylvania. The concourse as 
you may well conceive, was immense, as this is the 
largest portion of the county from which the old 
soldiers volunteered their services under general 
Harrison, to defend the northwestern frontier. The 
old soldiers here, without any exception, made great 
sacrifices to meet the general, and the friendly and 
cordial inanner in which he has greeted them uni- 
formly, 1 am sure, will endear his elevated virtnes 
to their memory. The assemblage at Uniontown 
was immense, upwards of filleen hundred is the 
usual estimate. The general’s head quarters was 
at the Clinton house. At this place he address- 
ed himself to-day to a numerous auditory. To 


say that it was eloquent and able would be faint 


praise. It wasa masterly exposition of the gene- 
ral principles upon which our republican govern- 
inent was founded, and a luminous analysis of con- 
stitutional law. Asan evidence of the general abi- 
lity of his gigantic effort, I will remark, that he 
satisfied even his enemies, as regards his views of 
the powers of the executive. ‘hat according to 
the views of the present executive, it was omnipo- 
tent. Such omnipotency be viewed as obnoxious 
to democratic principles, and highly pernicious to 
our liberties. He said it ought to be controlled, 
but, in its exercise, he should himself be careful not 
to overstep its legitimate powers, and thus prove 
himself unworthy of the confidence reposed in him 
by the people. He said he was elevated to power 
by the people, aad not by the wily politician or cor- 
ropt demagogue—but by the honest yeomanry of 
the land. To-day, the president elect is occupied 
in receiving the visits of his political friends. 

Hagerstown, Feb. 5, 1841. I have just time to 
inform you that general Harrison reached here last 
evening about 9 o’clock. To-day the greatest 
manifesitation of feeling was discernable in the 
number of persons who asseinbied to pay their re- 
spects to the president of the people. About three 
thousand persons were present, anda high degree 
of enthusiasm was evidently displayed. He ad- 
dressed the people this morning in an able and 
statesinanlike manner. Tosay that he gave general 
satisfaction to his friends would be poor praise—it 
elevated him highly in their opinion, as a man, and 
as one of broad and expanded views of policy.— 
During the delivery of his speech he was frequent- 
ly interrupted by shouts of applause. He took his 
departure to-day amidst the shouts of honest suffra- 
gers. The address was delivered before the house 
of R. H. McHenney, Hagerstown hotel, the head 
quarters of the general. He also attended to-day 
to the reception of the whig ladies—a numerous 
party attended. I will add that the liberal proprie- 
tor gave the most perfect satisfaction to his distin- 
guished guests. 

Frederick, Feb. 5,1841,9 P.M. We found gen. 
Harrison here, having arrived abvut six o’clock.— 
He is very much fatigued, and declines receiving 


company to-night. He will exchange salutations 
with the people of Frederick to-morrow morning— 
but will certainly leave with the train for Baltimore 
at ten o’clock. So you may look for bim about 2 
o’clock, P. M. Sa‘urday. In the morning he was 
addressed by L. P. W. Balch, esq. and i1eplied 
thereto. 

Reception in Baltimore. Our streets were all 
alive on Saturday afternoon, with people from town 
and country, anxious to witness the entree of the 
president elect into our city, it having been ascer- 
tained that he would certainly come during the af- 
ternoon. We are not advised of the ceremonies 
which took place at the relay house, on the Wash- 
ington road, where he was met by an escort from 
this eity, but the cavalcade, after passing down Bal- 
{imore street, arrived at the city hotel about four 
o’clock, where he was presented to an immense 
crowd, in a handsome address, by Charles F. May- 
er, esq. Gen. Harrison responded ina very few 
words, asking to be excused for the present from 
saying any thing, on account of the fatigue and de- 
bility experienced by his travel. After observing 
that he designed remaining in the city several days, 
he withdrew amid the cheers of the multitude. 

We neglected to mention, in its hp 4 place, that 
gen. Harrison was accompanied to the city by the 
rifle corps from Ellicott’s Mills, under the command 
of capt. Swain. The various Tippecanoe clubs 
turned out in considerable strength, and with their 
banners made quite a handsome appearance. [ Sun. 

On Monday morning, a few minutes after ten 
o’clock, gen. Harrison appeared upon a temporary 
rostruin which had been erected for the purpose, in 
front of the City hotel. And being introduced, in a 
few briefand appropriate remarks, by J. P. Kennedy, 
esq. he proceeded to address the vast assemblage. 
Scarcely ever has a larger or more attentive audi- 
tory been congregated in this square, celebrated as 
it is for its mighty gatherings. 

General Harrison spoke for about half an hour.— 
The veteran and beloved chief in closing his short 
address retired amidst a round of the most heartfelt 
applause. 

General Harrison received the visits of the la- 
dies of the city, from one to three o’clock. 

On Tuesday morning at nine o’clock, general 
Harrison departed for Washington. He was ac- 
companied in his journey to the seat of govern- 
ment, where the cares and duties of exalted sta- 
tion are so soon to devolve upon him, by the com- 
mittee of escort, appointed on behalf of the com- 
mittee of arrangement. 

Washington, Feb.9. General Harrison arrived 
among us this forenoon, shortly after eleven o’clock. 
Notwithstanding the extreme inclemency of the 
weather—there being a fall of snow and rain—an 
immense concourse of people assembled to greet 
him on his arrival, at the rail road depot. He was 
first addressed by the mayor of the city, very briefly; 
and then it was determined, in consequence of the 
great pressure of the crowd, and the severity of the 
exposure, to defer any other ceremonies until his 
arrival at the City Hall, whither he was escorted 
by the committee of reception, the Tippecanoe 
clubs, and a large body of citizens. The general 
looked extremely hale and hearty, and as the pro- 
cession moved along Pennsylvania avenue, he waik- 
ed uncovered nearly the whole of the way, repeat- 
edly bowing to the ladies who thronged the win- 
dows and balconies. On reaching the City Hall, 
he was conducted to the aldermen’s chamber; and 
there the mayor inade the speeeh of welcome which 
he was prevented from delivering at the depot. 

General Harrison responded briefly, and in terms 
highly complimentary to the city, and the District; 
and declaring, in reference to some remarks of the 
mayor on the disastrous consequences of the mis- 
rule of late years to the interests of our people, that 
he had the greatest disposition to do his utmost to 
remedy all the evils under which this District has 
been suffering. The general then received a large 
number of his fellow citizens who called to pay 
their respects to him. His arm continues to be 
considerably affected by the fatigue he has gone 
through in shaking hands during the last five or six 
tnonths, and more especially since his departure 
from home; and he is obliged to decline that mode 
of salutation. He repaired sean afterwards to his 
apartments at Gadsby’s hotel, where he will remain 
during his sojourn. In the course of the afternoon, 
Messrs. Webster, Crittenden and Ewing, had a 
private interview with bim. - Messrs. Ciay and 
Preston, and other distinguished gentlemen, also 
called to see the general. He dined with the com. 
mittee of reception, and the gentlemen who escort- 
ed him from Baltimore. He left the dinner table 
very early, and spent the evening in the society of 
his friends. He will receive the ladies to-morrow, 
Gen. Harrison has expressed his inteution to leave 





the city for Richmond, on Thursday, unless after 
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consultation with his friends, it would be deemed 
advisable for him to stay. 
{COMMUNICATED FOR NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER.] 
NITED STATES AFFAIRS. A comparative view 
of the whole amount of imports, with the average 
amount yearly imported—also, the amount of fo- 
reign and domestic exports, with the amount of 
both, and the average yearly amount—also, the 
whole amount consumed, with the average amount 
early consumed—also, the whole amount of ba- 
ance against the United States, with the average 
amount of balance yearly against us. Taken from 
the secretary’s reports, but put in this form, during 
the admi tion of the different presidents, from 
1790 to 1840, inclusive, 50 years—as follows: 
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You perceive the Ist coluinn contains the whole 
amount of imports for the last 50 years, which 
amount to 4 thousand 449 millions 424 thousand 084 
dollars—2d column contains the average amount 
yearly imported—3d column, foreign exports, which 
amount to 1 thousand 105 millions 868 thousand 315 
dollars—4th column, domestic exports, 2 thousand 
586 millions 364 thousand 933 doliars—both exports 
amount to 3 thousand 692 millions 223 thousand 


3 thousand 375 millions 747 thousand 356 dollars— 
8th column, average amount year consumed—9th 
column, whole amount of balance against the Unit- 
ed States, 757 millions 200 thousand 836 dollars— 
10th column, the average amount yearly against us. 

Fellow citizens: You have before you a view of 
your proceedings, so far as it relates to imports, 
exports, balances of trade, &c. for the last 50 years, 
ending January, 1841—and it is to be hoped the ac- 
tors in the next 50 will improve upon the last. At 
the request of the rev. James Latta, “Righteous- 
ness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any 
people”—see chapter and verse. 

The article of woollens, in the imports of 1836, 
amounted to 12 millions of dollars. Would it not 
be advisable to commence the next 50 years more 
favorable to our country, by purchasing the next suit 
of domestic, and be more proud in wearing it than 
we ever were in wearing that of foreign. Trishadad 
in the imports is about 4 millions per year for li- 
quors—this appears to be one of the most destruc- 
tive, immoralizing traffics ever carried on by poor 
fallen man—soon as it arrives it begins work of de- 
struction and flies like lightning over the land; in 
every section it is visible to be seen in families, de- 
stroying their peace, which otherwise would have 
been contentment and industry. Will not the feel- 
ings and consciences of the gentlemen importers 
soon awake to see ‘he impropriety of the traffic? In 
the imports of 1836, is $22,980,212 for silks. The 
Ainerican ladies possess too much patriotism, are 
too patriotic not to lend their aid, which is very 
powerful, in lowering the imports of silks and fur- 
thering domestic industry. lt is to be hoped, how- 
ever, the day is not far distant when our ladies will 
appear dressed in domestic silks—yes, and more 
lovely too than they ever did in that of foreign silks. 

Permit me, my young fellow citizens of the U. 
States, to request you tu copy this table, and add to 
it the proceedings of the different adwwinistrations 
for the next 50 years, in order to hand it on to pos- 
terity as I have done to you—no doubt you will do 
it provided the gentlemen editors of the union will 
give you the opportunity. 

Question. 

If Jackson had pursued the policy of Adams, 
would the balance of trade risen from 4 to 20 mil- 
millions per year against the United States. 

Again. 

If Jackson and Van Buren had pursued the same 
policy of Monroe and Adains, would the balance of 
trade the last 12 years been against the U. States. 
See 9th and 10th columns. All respectfully sub- 
mitted by WM. McKNIGHT. 

Chester county, Pa. Feb. 1841. 

ANOTHER SUSPENSION OF SPECIE PAYMENTS BY 
THE BANKS. 

Bank of the United States. This institution, we 
regret to say, has again been reduced to the painful 
alternative of suspending specie payments. 

In the short space of twenty days, since its 
vaults were opened, we understand that the bank 
—r paid out nearly six inillions of dollars in specie 
unds. 


The daily increase of the demands upon its 
vaults, from the eastward, rendered it impossible 
for the bank longer to resist the torrent. It has re- 
luctantly yielded to the force of imperious circum- 
stances. The great error we consider, arose from 
the legislature requiring the banks to resume be- 
ala they — peed for it; for how can the 

anks pay the people, before the people pay the 
hans!” When the Bank of Ringlaud’ suemended 
specie payments, it required twenty-two years to 
resume. 

The immense resources of the Bank of the Unit- 
ed States, and the zeal and integrity of its directors, 
are a sufficient pledge to the public, that in the 
shortest possible period, it will resume specie pay- 
ments, and discharge, with good faith, all its obli- 
gations. Forbearance and moderation are therefore, 
alike enjoined by justice and sound policy. 

We annex the resolutions passed by the board of 
directors, at a special meeting held last evening: 


Bank of the United States, Feb. 4th,1841. Ata 
special meeting of the board of directors of the Bank 
of the United States held at the banking house, the 


following preamble and resolutions were unanimous- 
ly adopted. 


Whereas, the Bank of the United States,in com- 
pliance with its pledge to the public, has made a fair 
and bona fide effort to resume and maintain specie 
payments, having, since the 15th of January last, 
paid out an amount, little, if at all short of six mil- 
lions of dollars in coin or specie funds, and whereas 
the effort to maintain specie payments by this bank 
has been rendered abortive by the intentional accu- 











mulation and extraordinary enforcement of its in- 


248 dollars—7ih column, the amount consumed } stant liabilities—therefore 
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a 
Resolved, That this bank is under the hecesgii 
,for the present, of suspending specie payments. f 
Resolved, That every exertion will be inade by 
the directors to collect the debts, and convert j,) 
cash the assets of the bank, for the purpose of re. 
suming payments in specie at the carliest practica. 
ble moment. 
Resolved, That the*foregoing preamble and rego, 
lutions be published. , 
Extract from the minutes. 
A. LaRvner, cashiey. 
Immediately after the condition of the bank was 
known, a meeting of the other banks in the city wag 
called; annexed is an official account of their pros 
ceedings: — 
At a meeting of delegates from the banks of the 
city and county of Philadelphia, held February 41h 
1841, convened upon official notice of the suspen. 
sion of specie payments by the United States ban; 
present delegates from the following banks:—Peyp, 
sylvania, Girard, Philadelphia, North America, Fa. 
iners’ and Mechanics’, Commercial, Mechanics’ 
Western, Penn Township, Southwark, Kensington, 
Manufacturers’ and Mechanics’, Moyamensine and 
Northern Liberties— 
John White, esq. was called to the chair and P. 
A. Raybold appointed secretary. 
vee following resolution was unanimously adopt. 
e 


Resolved, That the banks represented in this 
meeting will continue the payment of specie for aij 
their liabilities. Joun Wuirte, chairman, 

F. A. Raybold, secretary. 

The resolution which bad been adopted on Thurs. 
day night by the banks (by a vote, it now appear 
of eight to five) to continue to pay specie for aj 
their obligations, was departed from, one by one on 
Friday, under the press for specie. 

It will be seen by the jatest paragraph, froin the 
Philadelphia National Gazette of Saturday after. 
noon, that the run on the banks was kept up on 
that day, and that they redeemed only their small 
notes. 

The Wilmington banks, it will be seen, have sus. 
pended in consequence of the state of things in Phi- 
ladelphia. 

The Baltimore bunks. The result of the meeting 
of the officers of the banks of Baltimore, held on 
Monday the 8th instant, at eight o’clock, was the 
adoption of a resolution, by an unanimous vote, to 
suspend specie payments. This course was une 
voidable, in view of the general suspension which 
had previously taken place among the banks of Phi- 
ladelphia. On Saturday perhaps upwards of 100,000 
dollars in specie were drawn from the banks of Bal- 
timore by note holders and on drafts; and yesterday 
morning a number of brokers and agents from the 
eastward stood ready to draw coin, had not the de- 
termination to suspend interposed to prevent them. 
The Virginia banks will, without doubt, also sus- 

end. [ Balt. Amer. 

The Richmond banks. The Richmond papers of 
Monday, give the following in the character of an 
official announcement as to the course, at that dale, 
determined on by the banks in that city, in reference 
to the supension in Philadelphia, so far as it was then 
known to have extended: 

“Upon the receipt, Saturday evening, of the I 
telligence that the Bank of the United States had 
suspended specie payments, the officers of the 
banks of this city held a meeting, and decided t 
continue specie payments, regardless of the cours 
of the Bank of the United States. 

“The public may be satisfied that our banks wil 
carry out the resolution to pay specie.” 

The Compiler of Wednesday says: Our banks 
were not called on fora great deal of specie yester 
day, and seemed disposed to go on with specie pay’ 
ments. We should be truly rejoiced if our antic 
pations are not realized, and that they can go on 
pay specie without onerous restrictions of their ac 
commodations totrade. We feel satisfied that they 
will do what is best to the community, and therefur? 
have no great anxiety as to their course. - 

Petersburg, (Va.) banks. It appears by & Ps 
graph in the Petersburg Intelligencer of Tue Hf 
morning, that the banks in that place had not wos 
pended at that date—though doubtless they opts . 
this time. Alluding to the suspensions at «" 
phia, the Intelligencer of Tuesday says: What¢ os 
this suspension will have upon our banks, rem? 
to be seen. 


FoREIGN RELATIONS, INTERCEPTIONS 0 
TRADE wiTH AFrica. The New York Cou 
and Enquirer of the 2d inst. says: tiot 

“We have had recent occasion, in agen 
with the affair of the Tigris, to direct public ot 
tion to the outrages committed by British a ‘eth 
upon American commerce on the coast 0 soit 

hese outrages have been more numerous ah 
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sega cB? an we at first supposed; and are to be 
unjustifiable to the eaptdity of trade, under the 
Cnet of an enlarged philanthropy. Our commerce 
sh Africa is highly valuable and important. Tt 
¥ ened on the eastern coast, where there is 
large an increasing market for our fabrics. When 
the {rade was originally opened, it was compara- 
tively insignificant, and we were permiited to enjoy 
its advantages without molestation. But it had no 
sooner growo into consequence than _we were 
prought into contact with our vigilant rivals, who 
attempted to drive us out of it by submitting to the 
most ruinous matee cy the cen, quality $ our 
‘es obtained such favor that they cannot now 
domestics The demand for 
them has increased to such an extent, that whole 
cargoes are now sent, when formerly a few bales 
upply it. 
bape trade upon the south coast of Africa has been 
open to us about ten or twelve years. Our treaties 
with Great Britain are such one sided affairs, that 
we liave found it quite impossible to compete with 
her at any foreign ports under her government, 
while she enjoys nearly all the privileges that we 





—— 





were taken out and put on board the Persian, the 
captain kept in close confinement while she was 
sent to Sierre Leone, under charge of a British officer 
and crew. In the meantime a large portion of a 
very valuable cargo is left upon the coast, to the ra- 
pacity of these self-styled guardians of human rights, 
who have made themselves amenable to our law as 
pirates, and ought to be demanded of the English go- 
vernment to be tried as such. 

“It is not difficult to assign motives for the con- 
duct of these British cruizers, independent of British 
trade or British philenthropy, and independent too 
of special instructions from their government. We 
allude to the fact that they are entitled to one-half of 
all the property which they can confiscate; no small 
inducement in the seizure of vessels and cargoes, 
worth forty or fifty thousand dollars. Such prizes 
would warrant the purchase of any number of Por- 
tuguese affidavits at a very liberal compensation. 
These considerations, however, are of little impor- 
tance in the view we take of the subject. Nor are 
the interests of the individuals plundered of parti- 





cular weight with us; though we are assured that 


more honorable and ps yy merchants are not 


do in our own ports. Such has been the magnani- \to be found, and though they are entitled to more 
mity of our present secretary of the treasury that |than ordinary credit for the enterprise and perse- 


he permits otra gar Mead eat Mab 

roduce from Africa, in direct violation of our trea- 
ty, because they clear from an English port, which 
in his profound wisdom nattonalizes the property, in 
spite of all the remonstrances which have been 
made against it. It will be easily made apparent to 
all that under such circumstances, we can only 
compete with them at native ports. With the most 
indefatigable spirit of enterprise our merchants have 
sought out such places of commerce as would give 
them some return for the hazards they have run 
of life and property in our opening trades with un- 
civilized beings. Of this character is a very large 

art of our commerce with Africa, which the saga- 
city of the English government (always alive to the 
interest of their commerce and manufactures) has 
discovered is worth the risk of alli their present mo- 
lestations. 

“If permitted to pursue their depredations upon the 
south coast with impunity, it requires no prophet to 
predict the end of our whole coinmerce; especially 
with such aid as Mr. Van Buren proposes in the con- 
cluding paragraph of his last message. The com- 
merce of the English with Africa, as will be seen by 
their recent movemeuts up the Niger, is now com- 
manding the most serious consideration of their go- 
vernment. Their recent seizures will cease to be so 
much a matter of astonishment when it is understood 
that there is no country in the world, to which the 
American or English nation can look for better inar- 
kets for their products and manufactures, or for more 
desirable returns. 

“Failing in their attempt to undersell us, and thus 
drive us from the trade of Africa, the next step of 
the English government was to harrass ovr com- 
merce. Their cruisers fired into our vessels, taking 
out their captains by force, detaining them as pri- 
Soners under guard, overhauling their cargoes on 


_ the pretence of search, examining their invoices and 


other papers in order to arrive at a more intiinate 
knowledge of the trade, and endorsing their shipping 
papers with insolent and insulting coininents. Thus 
it will be remembered the Jones was seized at St. 
Helena by the Dolphin; the crew taken out and held 
a3 prisoners until they had all signed a paper which 
probably was thought sufficient evidence to con- 
demn her at Sierra Leone, where she now lies at 
the mercy of the lawless plunderers, the court finding 
nothing to substantiate the charge against her, not- 
withstanding the precaution taken at St. Helena 
to manufacture the most cogent proof of which the 
Case would admit. Almost simultaneously with 
the Seizure of the Jones was that of the Tigris at 
Abriz, on the coast, by the Water Witch. Im- 
mediately afterwards the Sea Mew was seized at 
the Saine place by the Persian. All these simulta- 
heous seizures indicate a concert of action and a 
mutual understanding, that can be explained only 
ve iy idea of general orders from the home govern- 
“The assiened cause of the seizure of the Jones 
18 the circuinstance of her having had on board some 
30 for the ship stores, which slaves had been 
ou to eat; and a few rough boards for dunnage 
: ich are generally used for slaves, with two or 
oo pair of hand-cuffs which vessels carry to con- 
in hnutineers. The aliegation against the Tigris, 
tain © suit now pending at Boston, is that the cap- 
‘ employed a native boy to wait on the cabin in 
ee of servant; a practice common among all 
sou veasels, and even on board these very British 
ead Nir The seizure of the Sea Mew was on ac- 
ee -_ her having on board 3,020, feet of rough 
- Ferg used in dunnaging her outward cargo; 
which all the crew, except the captain and cook 


English vessels to an entry with native 'verance they have exhibited in opening a most im- 


portant market for our manfactures. We look at 
the question solely inva national point of view; and 
desire only to direct public attention to the starting 
facts developed in this connection, and to stimulate 
the action of our government in the adoption of the 
necessary measures to protect the rights of our citi- 
zens and vindicate the honor of our flag. 

“Our foreign relations have been shamefully neg- 
lected during the administration of Mr. Van Buren. 
His cabinet have been employed solely in schemes 
of petty domestic intrigue, to ae A pe ae their abus- 
ed power. They have lost sight of our national 
interests and honor, They have submitted in silence 
to a series of outrages and insults on the American 
flag. More aggravated than those which were the 
cause of our last war with Great Britain. Our trade 
with the most important ports has been for years 
blockaded, on the most frivolous pretences, without 
remonstrance or rebuke. Our vessels have been 
visited, and their masters treated with insolence; 
they have been searched and plundered, and yet we 
hear nothing of retaliation orredress. We hope and 
believe that the time is at hand when a better poiicy 
will prevai!; a policy that will not only protect our 
merchants in the prosecution of a lawful commerce, 
but re-establish their rights, aud retrieve the honor 
of the American name.” 

TREASURY NOTES. By an official statement 
from the treasury department, issued under date of 
the Ist inst. it appears that, of the first, second and 
third issues of treasury notes, authorised by the 
acts of congress, of 1837, ’3S and ’39, there are 
now outstanding $208,342 29. Of the issue under 
the act of March, 1840, there are outstanding 
$4,666,377 08. Estimated to be in the hands of 
public officers, but not returned to the department, 
about $70,000. Total treasury post notes now out- 
standing, of the issues, under the existing adminis- 
tration of the general government 4,804,719 37. 





THE MINT AND ITS BRANCHES. On Monday 
the president of the United States transmitted to 
congress a report of the operations of the mint for 
1840, from which it appears that there were coined 
at Philadelphia, $2,260,667—at New Orleans, 
$915,600—at Charlotte, $127,055—at Dahlonega 
$123,310—total $3,426,632. The number of 
pieces coined at Philadelphia was 7,053,074, at N. 
Orleans 3,446,900, at Charlotte, 31,828, at Dahlo- 
nega 26,821—total numberof pieces, 10,558,626. 
The deposites in gold in Philadelphia, during the 
year, were $1,201,998, of which $176,766 were 
derived from mines in the United States. 

It is stated in the message that applications have 
been frequently made at the mint for copies of 
medals voted at different times by congress to offi- 
cers who have distinguished themselves in the war 
of the revolution, and in the late war, the dies of 
which are there deposited; and it is suggested by 
the presideut that authority shall be given to the 
superintendent of the mint to strike off copies of 
those medals in bronze, or other metal, to supply 
the persons making application fur them, at a 
cost not to exceed the actual expense of striking 
them off. This authority will undoubtedly be 
granted. [ Philad. Standard. 

THE ARMY. 

We are indebted to the kindness of adjutant ge- 
neral Jones, for a copy of the Army Register for 
1841; which is replete with valuable statistics tn 
relation to that department, and from which we de- 





sign to extract largely as soon as the termination of 


the session of congress will afford us theroom. We 
purpose to make the National Regisiter embrace 
every thing in relation to the several departments 
of the government, which may he of general inte- 
rest—and can be condensed intoits columns. ‘“Na- 
TIONAL AFFAIRS” will always be its prominent 
caption,—and all other of our departments will be 
regulated as more or less subsidary to that theme. 

Interesting from Florida. By the steamer New- 
burn, captain McNulty, the Savannah Georgian 
has received the following letter: 

Florida, Jan. 25,1841. Harney against the field 
—66 Indians taken—great hopes of the termination 
of the Florida war. Through the kindness of an 
officer recently from Fort King, I am enabled to 
furnish you the particulars of an achievement per- 
formed by the 2d infantry, that, in my opinion, is 
equal to any thing that has occurred during the war 
—a more perfect exhibition of coolness and skill 
than has before fallen under my observation, and 
evincing that dear bought experience has at last 
been put into requisition. 

Competent judges among my military acquain- 
tance are loud in theirencomiums. Higher praise 
(were I soldier) I would not desire. 

About the 6th inst. colonel Riley left Fort King 
and crossed the Ocklawaha at Fort Fowie, with the 
intention of proceeding up its eastern bank in 
search of the secret haunts of the enemy. Third 
day out, he fell upon a small trail and upon exami- 
nation discovered that it led into the everglades of 
the Ocklawaha. Satisfied that Indians were near 
him, he put his command in motion, and, for three 
days, continued his onward course through mud and 
water, frequently more than knee deep, bivouacking 
at night, without fires, &c. 

In this cautious and truly Indian manner, he ap- 
proached the enemy, twnseen and unsuspected. On 
the morning of the third day, the advanced scout 
reported a large Indian force a short distance ahead. 
An intervening hillock enabled the colonel to dis- 
pose of his force in such a manner as to preclude 
pe possibility of the Indians escaping without a 

ght. 

The mounted men under lieut. Anderson, were 
ordered to the right—the foot, under hieut. David- 
son, passed to the left and rear of the enemy. 

During these preparations, my informant says, 
every heart beat high with hope, and the desire to 
strike a blow that would resound far and wide, to 
the credit of our little army, was visible upon the 
countenances of all. No one appeared to feara 
combat, and the recollection of poor Sherwood and 
Mrs. Montgomery’s fate nerved every arm, and 
aroused the dormant energies of souls about to 
mingle for the first time in deadly strife with a sa- 
vage and inhuman foe. 

The command—forward! rang clear and sharp, 
and was followed by cries and confusion in the 
enemy’s camp. As the troops closed in, a few 
warriors sprang to their arms, but one look at the 
situation of things satisfied them of the folly of 
fighting, for from behind every tree and bush the 
‘‘erim visage”’ of a musket presented itself, and the 
first effort at resistance would have but tapped the 
bell that would have rung the knell of their de- 
parting spirits. 

They yielded without striking a blow. The sobs 
and lamentations of the womenand children were 
only equalled by the fear, and trembling evinced 
by the warriors. They were so badly frightened 
thatthey could scarcely articulate. °’Tis ever thus 
with cowards! 

Upon counting noses, the prisoners numbered 
100! and before a disposition was made of them, a 
runner who had but a few hours previous joined 
their cainp, nade his appearance with an order 
signed by general Armistead, directing that no one 
should interfere with said Indians, as they had pro- 
mised to goin at Tampa. The colonel turned to 
his officers—‘‘gentiemen,” said he, “I would not 
have regarded a white flag, but to an order in black 
and white, I must submit.”—*“Guide!” (addressing 
his negro) ‘‘draw a bee-line for home, and see that 
you take us there by the shortest possible route.’’ 

In silent and most perfect disgust, the command 
wended their homeward path. 

My ignorance of the great captains of by-gone 
ages, would render me cautious how I presum- 
ed to cavil at general Armistead’s course, but I 
am sure Dicky Riker would exclaim, were he 
here—“that signing of papers is a great evil, and 
practised to a great extent in this community.” 
Why not say to the Indians, “if you are really 
desirous to come in, make your appearance on the 
open roads, carry a white flag, and if you meet 
with troops, they will not molest you—on the con- 
irary, they will take charge of and escort you in.” 

Such a course would enable the troops operating 
in the bammocks to reap the fruit of their labors, 
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and uot subject them (as in the instance herein re- 
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lated) to the mortification of finding their enemies 
armed with paper instead of leaden bullets, 

Captain Barnum, with three companies of the 
2d, is operating in the neighborhood of lake 
Churchill. The command at Fort Holmes under 
captain Smith and lieutenant McKinstry have been 
operating in the islands at the mouth of the Ockla- 
waha, during which time they subsisted upon a 
preparation of parched corn and sugar. 

P.8.—Since writing the above, glorious news 
from the everglades has reach us, 

Colonel Harney’s second expedition has resulted 
in his capture and killing 16 warriors. Major 
Childs has taken 44 men, women and children. 
Lieutenant Steptoe has also killed and captured 
six warriors, making a total of 66. 

We are all looking fora speedy termination of 
the war, the news from the gulf posts, tending, as 
it does, towards such aconsummation of our wishes. 

January 27. Captain Barnum has returned to 
Fort Russell, the campof Halleck-tus-te-nuggee 
was discovered within seven miles of Fort Rusell. 
He got wind of the troops and escaped. Captain 
B. captured 8 squaws, one child and 3 ponies, 

By a passenger in the steamer Isis, capt. Fitcher, 
we learn that lieut. col. Clark, of the 8th infantry, 
had in charge thirty-two Indians, who showed them- 
selves in the vicinity of Fort Dade, and were 
brought in by the friendly delegation from Arkan- 
sas. They are on their way to Tampa. 

Information that can be relied on, has been re- 
ceived from col. Loomis, of the 6th infantry, that a 
number of Indians were expected to come in, say 
from 30 to 40, and would proceed to Tampa. 

Among them was Ilcho-Einathla, the chief of the 
Tallahassees. 

The prospect of the termination of the war, it is 
thought by some, is rather brighter, whereas by 

others, the promises of the red men are looked upon 
as mere huinbuggery. [Savannah Georgian. 
THE NAVY. 

The exploring expedition. Murder of two of the 
officers by Cannibals. Letters and papers froin the 
Sandwich Islands to the 24th October have been 
received at New York. The exploring expedition 
had arrived there. 

The papers contain the particulars of the mur 
der on the 24th of July last of lieut. J. A. Under- 
wood, and midshipman Wilkes Henry, a nephew of 
captain Wilkes, in atmost treacherous manner, by 
the natives of Malolo, one of the Fijii group. 
These unfortunate officers having gone ashore with 
buta few men, were attacked and killed almost 
instantly, but not until they had shot four of their 
assailants, who were the very men that buia few 
minutes before they had employed in tracking boats 
over the reef. The men with them were wounded, 
but escaped. 

The squadron’s boats being near, immediately 
pulled in and commenced a well directed fire upon 
the savages, under cover of which lieut. Alden 
landed and brought off the bodies, which were en- 
tirely stript Had not the natives been fully occu- 
pied in carrying off their own dead, the bodies 
would have been taken away and devoured. Cap- 
tain W. immediately made preparations for attack- 
ing their town and fort, which the savages consi- 
dered impregnable. ‘The seamen were landed and 
a fire was opened upon it, but without much effect, 
until a rocket, or “flying spirit,” as they called it, 
set fire to their town, and created great consterna- 
tion. It was finally carried by assault. The na- 
tives fought well, and even stood a charge of bayo- 
net, but were finally beaten at all points, seventy 
ormore were killed, the fort and town burnt, their 
plantations destroyed, and the island laid waste. 
These islanders have always been noted for their 
ferocity and treachery, and cannibalism, characte- 
ristics which it seems they fully retain. 

A letter to the N. York Commercial says: ‘Lieut. 
Underwood and Wilkes Henry were killed as they 
were endeavoring to secure the retreat of the men, 
in which they succeeded, but at the cost of their 
own lives. ‘They were buried on a small unin- 
habited island of Underwood’s group, which was 
named Henry’s island, in memory of that gallant 
and ill fated young officer. The whole island, on 
which the massacre took place, was severely pu- 
nished two days afterwards—when the brig and 
schooner arrived. Nothing was spared but the 
women and children, and these, I am sorry to say, 
are by this time slaves to some chief of the neigh- 
boring group.” 

The letters state that the squadron would not re- 
turn before 18-42. 

A chief was captured and taken on board the 
Vincennes, who seven years since killed ten of the 
crew of an American vessel. ; 

The Porpoise visited one of the Fejee Islands to 
protect or take away as the occasion might require, 








a family of Wesleyan missionaries settled there, 
whose lives were supposed to be endangered by 
the savages. But they preferred remaining, hav- 
ing been promised protection by the old king. 





STATES OF THE UNION. 
NEW YORK, 

Census. Of the white population of this state, 
1,207,323 are males, and 1,170,889 are females. 

Colored population, 49,965, of whom 23,739 are 
males, and 26,226 females. Among the latter there 
are three slaves, residing in King’s county. In 
1830 the colored popuiation of the state was 44,035; 
of whom 76 were slaves. Increase of the colored 
population in ten years 5,020. 

The number of pensioners in the state for revo- 
lntionary or military services, is 4,029. 

Colleges or universities 12, students in do. 5,985; 
academies and grammar schools 501, students in do. 
ri aga a ay ap common schools 10,871, chil- 

ren in do, 501,956; scho i 
26.266. ; Scholars at public charge 

White persons over 20 years of age who cannot 
read and write 43,715. The greater portion of them 
we presume, are foreigners, [lV. Y. Sun. 

Banks. Legal reform and bank investigations— 
says the correspondent of the Madisonian—are the 
standing topics in our house of assembly. It ap- 
pears that the new free banks resist the operation of 
the law of last session subjecting them to the super- 
vision of bank commissioners. The Erie county 
bank at Buffalo having taken the lead in this course, 
she has been cited to show cause for so doing. This 
proceeding has given rise to a rumor unfavorable 
to its solvency. 

Within the last ten years I believe but three 
banks have failed ander our safety fund system— 
the Lockport, City bank of Buffalo, and Wayne 
county. The notes of each was immediately re- 
deemed from the safety fund contributed by all the 
banks. The Lockport bas repaid nearly in full from 
her assets; the city of Buffalo will make a large hole 
in the safety fund; the Wayne county probably a 
small one. The stockholders of course suffer; the 
billholders do not. 

About ten of our free banks have blown up—the 
Farmers’ of Seneca county; the Millers’ of Clyde; 
the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ of Batavia; the Chel- 
sea, Wool Growers’, and City Trust, of our city are 
all I now remember. Their pledged securities, ge- 
nerally, pay about 75 cents on the dollar—perhaps 
more. 


PENNSYLVANIA, 

Finances. The receipts into the treasury of Penn- 
sylvania, last year, were 
Loans and interest upon the same 
Canal tolls $582,933 22 
Rail road 276,635 80 
Motive power 336,182 22 


14,627,220 56 


1,195,751 34 
744,204 77 





Other sources 





6,567,206 67 


Balance in treasury 1,337,170 64 





Receipts total $7,904,377 31 
Expenditures 7,279,120 94 
Estimated receipts for 1841. 
$600,000 00 
255,000 00 
310,000 00 


Canals 
Rail roads 
Motive power 





1,165,000 00 


Other sources and balance above 2,277,079 31 





$3,441,079 31 

Estimated expenditures for the same period. 
Loans $2,655,000 00 
Other expenses 2,555,598 72 





ti $5,214,598 73 
Anticipated deficit, 31st November, 


184], $1,773,519 42 

Canal commissioners. We learn from Harrisburg 
that, owing to soine oversight or remissness on the 
part of the senate committee to compare bills, the 
bill, changing the mode of appointing canal com- 
missioners, which had passed both houses, was not 
laid before governor Porter in time to prevent bis 
reappointing the board on Monday as heretofore. 


DELAWARE. 
Governor Cooper, in his inaugural address states 
that Delaware has never known what a state debt is 
from any experieuce of her own. That she has col- 


lected but one small state tax since the adoption of 


her amended constitution. She bas about a million 
and a half of dollars, which experience has shown 


to be sufficient for all the necessary purposes of 


state banking within her limits. She basa surplus 


of more than half a million of dollars in her trea- 
sury. 


——— 
VIRGINIA. 

Smali nole bill. The bill authorising the Vireo; 
nia banks to issue four per cent. on their respect; : 
capitals, in one and two dollar notes, until ihe ei 
of August next, has passed a second reading jy the 
house of delegates of that. state by a vote of 65 i 
50. From the known opinions of the senate the 
Richmond Whig anticipates no difficulty in the pas. 
sage ofthe bill by that body. The notes thus issy¢q_ 
if issued—are to be redeemable in specie at the nm 
ther bank, or any of the branches. ‘ 


The controversy with New York. We learn from 
Richmond, that the committee to whom this Subject 
was referred is likely to make a report recommeng. 
ing strong measures on the part of Virginia, unje, 
the legislature shall refuse to sustain gov. Seward’; 
construction of our rights under the constitution — 
The point in controversy seems to be, in brief term, 
this:-—Three citizens of New York, (blacks, we be. 
lieve,) aided the escape of several slaves trom Vj; 
inia, or, as some say, s/ole them from their owne;s 
he fugitives were demanded by the governor o 
Virginia, from the governor of New York, as felon, 
under the law of Virginia, The latter refused { 
surrender them, on the ground that the commissiy 
of felony here would not be good cause for their yy). 
render, unless the saine act were pronounced felony 
by the laws of New York. Gov. Gilmer fortifg 
his claim by a strong constitutional argument, jy 
which, it seems to us, he has the better of governg 
Seward; but aiter a long correspondence, thing 
stand as they were at the time of the demand. 

{ Winchester Republican, 
The New Nork Journal of Commerce says;— 
‘Virginia, we take it, cares little for the surrep. 
der of the alleged fugitives in the present instance, 
compared with the maintenance of the principle {or 
which she contends. This Jast is all important to 
her, and to the whole south. She cannot give itup, 
and will not, nor would we, if we were Virginians, 
believing that itis a right secured to her by the na. 
tional compact. If we adopt the doctrine of goy, 
Seward, and act upon it, the only peaceable alte. 
native left to the slaveholding states, will be to 
adopt such measures in relation to vessels arriving 
in their harbors, as will effectually prevent the de. 
predations complained of. Already we see it a. 
nounced that a law is proposed in Virginia, impo. 
ing on the sheriffs of the counties lying on the har 
bors, navigable rivers, &c. of this state, the duty of 
entering all vessels belonging to the state of New 
York, or about to depart thereto, and make diligent 
search, in order to ascertain whether there av 
slaves on board, and to take bonds, with adequate 
security, that the captain shall take no slave out ol 
the bounds of the state without permissicn of lis 
master, &c. &c. As to the right of Virginia to pass 
sucha law, vader the constilution, there may 
difference of opinion; but in our judgment she be 
at least as much right to do it, as we have to siteil 
her slaves, or to offer immunity to those of our cil 
zens who may stealthem. If we wish her to & 
here to the constitution, we must adhere to it ou 
selves.” 


KENTUCKY. 

A report, with a resolution sustaining the pos 
tion of Virginia in her controversy with New You, 
has been introduced in the senate of Kentucky- 
The resolution runs in these words: 

Resolved by the general assembly of the stute 
Kentucky, That they have carefully examined tla] 
letter of the executive of Virginia, and the prea 
ble and resolutions passed by the legislature of thi 
state, relative to the demand of the executive df 
Virginia on the executive of New York, for the 
surrender of three fugitives from justice, to W 


and the reasons assigned by the executive of Ne 
York for his failing and refusing to comply with ie 
demand, and that in the opinion of the legislatur 
of the state of Kentucky, the said reasons of the @ 
ecutive of New York for failing to surrender © 
fugitives—Peter Jobnson, Edw ard Sinith and Isait 


Virginia, are wholly insufficient; and that, if ¥ 
state of New York shall sustain the executive’ 
that state in his conduct in refusing to deliver 
said felons for trial in the state of Virginia, wher 
the offence was committed, that it will place all ie 
slaveholding states in imminent jeopardy, and id 
mand from them not only their solemn protest, ™ 
render it necessary that they adopt measures” 
their own safety and preservation against tbe la 
less acts of all slave stealing felons, as well #° 
maintain a due obedience to their rights as ¢0 


derated states. 

Resolved, That the executive of this state “ 
copies of this report and resolution to be re 
ted to the executive of Virginia, with areques! 





he lay the same before the legislature. 


Peter Johnson, Edward Smith and Isaac Gansej- | 












Gansey—on the said demand of the executive “i 


ee 
——— 
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Finances. The report of the committee of ways 


fF and means in the house of representatives of Ken- 
a 


« that the receipts of the state for six- 
tacky: have been less than the expenditures, and 
pri de actual! annual deficit of the sinking fund is 
$108 972. This is occasioned in part by the failure 

f the Bank of Kentucky to make any dividend, es- 
timated at $105,000. But as it is not expected for 
many years this bank can make dividends, the 
committee recommend taxation to supply the defi- 
one amen of five per cent. bonds issued 

by the state is 1,385,000 
Of 6 per cent. bonds 1,765,000 
Of bonds for 6 years at 6 per cent. 640,000 
The annual interest, including exchange 
on that payable in New York, of this 
whole debt, is aan 
The present revenue of the sinking fund 
arising principally from bank dividends 
and profits, excluding the bank of Ken- 


tucky, is 


$222,000 


113,000 
Deficit $108,972 

Education. We published some time ago ex- 
tracts from the report of the superintendent of com- 
mon scbools in Kentucky, which gave a very unfa- 
vyorable aspect to the condition of education in that 
state. The Frankfoit Commonwealth says that in- 
vestigations ere now going on in many parts of 
Kentucky which demonstrate beyond all question, 
that the returns referred to are most egregiously 
inaccurate. In several counties where recent ex- 
aminations have beea had, the number of schools 
and scholars is vastly beyond what they have heen 
represented to be, ail the belief is expressed that 
a similar result will appear, upon inspection, in 
every county in the state. The remarks of the 
«Commonwealth”’ indicate an earnest feeling on the 
subject: oF 

Nothing has ever so seriously injured the charac- 
ter of our state as this well meant but inaccurate 
representation of the superintendent. His error 
has been in taking for granted, as true, statements 
founded upon partial data, and he should endeavor, 
during the comiug summer to obtain accurate intfor- 
waation. In the mean time we would request the 
members of the legisiature on their return home, to 
set on foot, without delay, a searching inquiry as 
to the number of persons who cannot read or write 
in their respective counties, what are their ages, 
where they were born, &c. &c. and send the result 
to this office for publication. We do not know 
in what manner they could do more to redeem the 
state from a stigma which will stick to her like the 
poisoned shirt of Nessus unless it be speedily taken 
away. 

OHIO. 

The Gallipolis bank. It was mentioned some 
days since, that the Gallipolis bank notes were 
at fifty per cent. below par. We see by the last 
Cincinnati Republican, that the concern has broken 
up “root and branch.’ The president is under 
arrest on charges preferred against him; the eashier 
has leit for parts unknown, and the teller has gone 
on a mission, it is expected never to return. It 
is said that the directors are men of wealth and 
good character and standing, and that they have 
been made the dupes of designing knaves. All the 
books of the bank are forthcoming, and present a 
good account, except the book containing the account 
of circulation, which is among the most important 
of the whole. 


INDIANA, 

The Indiana house of representatives have pass- 
ed a bill to prevent the sale of real and personal 
property on executions, unless it will bring two- 
thirds of its appraised value. " 

ILLINOIS, 

A public meeting was recently held in Chicago, 
Ill. for the purpose of urging upon the state legisla- 
ture the passage of a law to provide, by direct tax, 
for the payment of the interest on the state debt. 


ss | MISSOURI. 
The improvident act.” At the commencement 
of the present session of the general asseinbly ot 
lissouri, a law was hastily passed, for running the 
horthern boundary between Missouri and Iowa. It 
was linmediately forwarded to congress, and pre- 
8euted for its consideration. Very shortly after- 
Wards, the senate discovered that they had done a 
very foolish thing, and passed a bill repealing this 
improvident act.” This bill was sent to the house, 
te there it has received its quietus—the chair hav- 
ne decided, and the house sustaining the decision, 
ro it was not competent for the present general 
ee to repeal one of its own ae's, as proposed. 
Ses “unpravident act’? must, therefore, remain in 
ice, although it abandons the ground hitherto 
Maintained by Missouri, and inay result in depriv- 


ing her of an important portion of territory claimed 
by her. [ St. Louis New Era. 

Census of each county in the state for 1840, as 
returned by the different sheriffs: 
Audrian 1,876 Marion 
Barry 4,348 Miller 
Benton 4,481 Monroe 
Boone 13,337 Montgomery 
Buchanan 8.621 Morgan 
Caldwell 1,534 New Madrid 4,580 
Callaway 1,726 Newton 4,436 
C. Girardeau 8,880 Platte (not reported) 
Carroll 2,394 Perry 5,869 
Chariton 4.469 Pettis 2,974 
Clay 8,159 Pike 10,766 
Clinton 2,505 Polk 8,119 
Cole 9,403 Pulaski 5,903 
Crawford 3,453 Randolph 6,823 
Clark 2,159 Ralls 5,528 
Cooper 10.411 Ray 6,244 
Daviess 2,774 Ripley 2,961 
Franklin 7,349 Rives 4,784 
Gasconade 5,102 St. Francois 8,202 
Greene 5,552 Ste. Geneveve 2,766 
Howard 13,237 St. Charles §,472 
Jackson 7,809 St. Louis 35,450 
Jefferson 4,266 Saline 5,014 
Jubiuson 4,541 Scott 5,788 
Lafayette 6,957 Shelby (not reported) 
Lewis (not reported) Stoddard 2,711 
Lincola 6,833 Taney 3,342 
Linn 2,263 Van Buren 4,227 
Livingston 4.351 Warren 4,159 
Macon 5,666 Washington 7.349 
Madison 3,227 Wayne 3,214 
DEBATE ON THE PROSPECTIVE PRE- 

EMPTION BILL. 
In senale, Wednesday, January 13. 

The pre-emption bill coming upas the unfinished 
business, and the question being on Mr. CaLHoun’s 
proposition to strike out Mr. CrRirtTENDEN’s amend- 
inent, and insert a provision ceding the public lands, 
on certain conditions, to the states'in which they 
lie— 

Mr. Preston expressed his regret that, on his 
account, the senate should have gone through the 
formality of an adjournment, since he had nothing 
to say which would at all compensate for this delay. 
He had intended to offer but a few necessary re- 
marks, and he now therefore rose under circum- 
stauces somewhat embarrassing. He felt, it, how- 
ever, fo be a duty which he owed to himself, be- 
fore he gave the vote which he intended to give on 
this measure, to state some reasons why he could 
not yield it his support; more especially as be had 
formerly feit somewhat inclined to favor some such 
scheme: for he had been ready to embrace almost 
any measure which should divest the federal go- 
vernment of the trouble, vexation, embarrassment, 
contests, and particularly of the patronage which 
arose froin these public lands lying within the se- 
veral states. ‘he management of them see:n to be 
generally conceded to be very burdensome to our 
legislation, and he had been very anxious that no 
efiort should be omitted to deliver congress from its 
perpetual exactions; and he still considered it as one 
of our imisfortunes lo be so often called to discuss 
and decide upon difficult questions connected with 
this intricate subject, and so frequently to exercise 
the powers of the general government within the 
liinits-of the states. 

A long course of observation, however, had di- 
wninished his appreheusions as to the subject of most 
difficulty, viz: the danger of executive patronage, 
arising trom the possession and management of this 
extensive domain. Reason and experience had 
long since taught him that all the powers which 
congress assumed, whether legitimately or not, whe- 
ther constitutional or otherwise, ultimately found 
their residence in the president of the U. States, 


11,324 
2,231 
9,479 
4,408 
3,939 





of the powers of government, and most especially 
of all unauthorised and doubtful powers claimed by 
it. Having resisted all irregular exertion of execu- 
tive authority with great anxiety, and having felt its 
effects very severely, Mr. P. had been extremely 
desirous to see the prolific source of patronage di- 
ininished or cut off. When he saw from day to 
day, so many of the senators, representing new 
states of the confederacy, voting habitually with the 
executive, and sustaining all those measures which 
he then thought, and the result has proved, to be 
innost disastrous, he inferred that there was a source 
of influence in the public lands which produced a 
course so mueh to be deprecated. He perceived 
that the control of this public domain enhanced the 
powers of congress, aud that congress was disposed 
to surrender its powers to the executive. 

Mr. P. however, said that the deep and painful 








anxity he had once experienced ou this subject had 





whose person was the great and ultimate depository | 





been soinewhat diminished. He was happy to find 
that he had been mistaken as_to the extent of the 
evil; that, after all, the free spirit of the inhabitants 
of the new states was competent to resist this malign 
influence —of asserting its independence, and this 
gave a pledge, and furnished a happy augury of the 
continuance of our free institutions. Mr. P. admit- 
ted that he had lately been taught a lesson of great 
value. ‘The landed states, which he had once sup- 
posed to be bowed and subjugated by their conat- 
tion into a spirit of subserviency to the executive 
will, had, in the late presidential election, proved 
that a large prajority among thetn were animated by 
a spirit superior to local and temporary influences. 
Five out of nine of these states, embraced in this 
cession, had ranged themselves against the existing 
administration, in spite of its patronage, and the 
open and daring use of it for its purposes, and, out 
of 63, had cast 42 votes for general Harrison. Mr. 
P. asked pardon, therefore, of these patriotic new 
states for the fears which had once possessed him. 
He here took back the opinion he had once held 
and expressed. He congratulated the country on 
so favorable an omen of the future, and was now 
prepared well to believe that the sturdy indepen- 
dence of our brethren in the west would ever be 
ready to assert itself when circumstances required. 

Lr. P. said this is no spirit of acrimony towards any 
one, but to explain and vindicate some change of 
opinion which had been mainly founded on these 
views, 

Mr. P. did not desire to be understood as saying, 
that he had or could at any time have approved 
the project of cession now presented to the senate, 
but he had once expressed himself in favor of sur- 
rendering in some way to the new states the ex- 
clusive control ofthe public land within their limits, 
hoping thereby to exempt congress from all further 
responsibility and anxiety respecting it, and to re- 
lieve those states from the influence of a dangerous 
patrona_e. He did not think that, even under the 
powerful action of these motives when operating on 
his mind in their fullest force, he could have voted 
for the measure proposed by his colleague. He 
certainly could not do so at this time. 

Mr. P. was aware that the entire subject of the 
adininistration of the public domain was now thrown 
open for discussion, but it was not his purpose to 
enter at large upon the subject, not only because 
there was not now time to do it justice, but because 
he had already spoken to the principle of pre-emp- 
tion contained in the bill. 

And now, said Mr. P. with regard tothe amend- 
ment before us, lef us first look at the nature of the 
powers of congress in controliing the public lands, 
By an express provision of the constitution, we 
are authorised to make such regulations in regard 
to them as congress shall think proper. This pro- 
vision resulted from the cessions by Virginia and 
Connecticut, and from the subsequent ordinance of 
the old congress. Undoubtedly these grants did 
look to the power exercised under the confederation 
in establishing the rates of contribution of the dif- 
ferent states to the expense of the general govern- 
ment. I hold in my hand these deeds of cession 
and the ordinance to which I have just referred. I 
shall not go fully into the extent of the control here 
authorised, or the duties of congress growing out of 
it. By these deeds it is declared as follows: 

Deed of cession of Virginia, March 1, 1784. 

‘That all the lands within the territory so ceded 
to the United States, and not received for or appro- 
priated to any of the before-mentioned purposes,” 
&e. ‘‘shall be considered a common fund for the use 
and benefit of such of the United States as have be- 
come or shall become members of the confederation 
or federal alliance of the said states, Virginia in- 
cluded, according to their usual respective propor- 
tions in the general charge and expenditure, and 
shall be faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that 
purpose, and for no other use or purpose whatso- 
ever.” 


‘Deed of cession of Connecticul, Sept. 14, 1786. 

“Ail the right, ttle, interest, jurisdiction and 
claim of the state of Connecticut,” &c. “shall be in- 
cluded, released and ceded to the United States,” 
“for the common use and benefit of said states, Con- 
necticut inclusive.” 


South Carolina deeded August 9, 1787, “for the 
benefit of the said states.”? North Carolina deeded 
“as a further means as well of hastening the extin- 
guishment of the debts, as of establishing the har- 
inony of the United States,” and declared that the 
lands “shall be considered a common fund.”— 
Georgia deeded on the same conditions. 

Resolutions of congress, Oct. 10, 1780. 

‘Resolved, That the unappropriated lands that 
may be cede {or relinquished to the United States, 
by any particular state, shall be disposed of for the 




















| common benefit of the United States.” 


; 
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What, then, are the powers and duties of con- 
gress in referrence to this fund? The first thing that 
strikes one is, that by the cession of Virginia a 

was ceded—expressly and emphatically a fund 
—to be used in the general charge and expenditure, 
for the use and benefit of all the states; and then by 
way of greater caution and more explicit declara- 
tion, adds, ‘‘and shall be faithfully and bona fide dis- 
posed of for that purpose, and for no other use or 
pone whatsoever.”’ It is manifest that Virginia 

ad in view a money transaction—the creation of a 
fund to be in the hands of congress, to be disposed 
of for money purposes. While she ceded the juris- 
diction of the lands, her object was to enable con- 
gress to discharge moneyed dues, and effect fiscal 
operations. I contend that this was a trust fund, 
to be used for the benefit of the United States, on 
certain conditions, and under restrictions, and that 
our control over it is limited by the nature of the 

trust. Here then, we have a fund created—a trust 
confided—and the objects of both specified, viz: to 
relieve the states frum the burdens imposed by the 
confederation, and each state was to receive the be- 
Fy according to its usual proportion in those bur- 
ens. 

We must perform in full faith whatever duty was 
confided to us. Yet, considering the whole scope 
of the deed of cession, we cannot conclude that, in 
the administration of this trust, we are to regard 
it exclusively in a money point of view, as mere 
pounds, shillings and pence. There are other and 
very high considerations which connect themselves 
with the subject. We must remember that, while 
we act under trusts from Virginia and Connecticut 
and other ceding states, we also act under other 
trusts, of a very comprehensive nature, from all the 
states, and that each of these trusts must be ad- 
ministered in reference to the other, so as not to 
trench upon or be inconsistent with it. If, because 
it is a fiscal trust from Virginia, we act upon a cal- 
culation of mere pounds, shillings and pence, then 
we immediately run foul of the other trusts which 
we hold from the whole union. While we look that 
we are faithful to the one, we must see that we are 
not unfaithful to the other; we must keep an eye to 
the whole, and carry on all our trusts together, as 
harinonionsly with respect to each other as we can. 
We must destroy none, but promote all, as far as it 
shall be possible. Iam not for looking exclusively 
to the financial aspect of our powers, but for re- 
membering that, in the discharge of them, there are 
also political relations which must of necessity be 
evolved. No doubt, the first motive which led to 
the cession was a political one—the states owning 
no land, seeing that the vast domains of other states 
might lead to an undue ascendancy in the confede- 
racy, therefore proposed a cession for the erection 
of new states. 

We ace entrusted then with a general fund which 
we are bound to administer in a spirit, at once, of 
liberality towards the new states, of just economy 
as regards our treasury, and of mere policy as re- 
gards the general good of our union. These new 
members of the confederacy have been made states 
much more quickly than ever was anticipated; they 
are treated as children, and have ever been treated, 
as favored children. They have grown and thriven 
with vast and unexpected rapidity; they are filling 
up with a teeming population, and are fast becoming 
of themselves a magnificent empire, which stands 
in the presence of the other states, not as a child in 
the presence of its parents, but as one of full growth 
and proportions, on a footing of entire equality with 
the old thirteen, and destined at no distant day even 
to assert superiority over them. But, on the other 
hand, it should not be forgotten that while we have 
been so fulfilling the trust reposed in us as to pro- 
mote and foster the well-being of the new states, 
we hold a trust for all the states of the confederacy, 
and hold it on the ground that this public domain on 
which these new states have sprung up is a fund—a 
common fund forthe use of all the states. What 
was the feeling of Virginia when she made a cession 
in terms so guarded? She states the purposes for 
which she makes the cession, and then she adds 
that it shall be applied to these purposes, and to no 
other use or purpose whatever. And to show the 
spirit of caution in which she proceeded, she would 
not leave it to implication that her own rights were 
of course to be regarded with the rights of all her 
sister states, but added the words ‘Virginia includ- 
ed,” thus making assurance doubly sure. There is 
not on.the records of civilized nations a more illus. 
trious instance of long-sighted, wise and devoted 
patriotism than this very act by the commonwealth 
of Virginia. She thus dismembered herself of an 
extent of territory larger than her own limits, and 
freely gave it to the whole republic. She beggared 
herself that she might bestow this munificent dona- 
tion upon the union at large. And now, in her ad- 
vanced age, when her lands were worn out, and, 


instead of being covered with waiving harvests of 
wheat, are covered over with brooin-sedge, when 
her finances are embarrassed, and we may almost 
say that in her old age she is actually impoverished, 
is it right, is it becoming, is it honorable, is it grate- 
ful to turn round and say to her, you are no longer 
entitled to any share in the benefits of this your own 
donation? Were there noother state in the union 
which could put in any claim to a share in the pro- 
ceeds of this public domain, surely it is our duty, 
it is your duty, itis my duty, to stand up for the 
rights of the Old Dominion, and to see that she 
shall retain some portion in that inheritance, which, 
with a regal munificence, she has freely bestowed 
upon us all, 

fn the administration of the public lands, we are 

not to oppress and pinch the west, so as to wring 
out the very last dollar the lands can be made to 
pees. we are not to act the part of a iniserly 
anclord. We have not acted in this spirit. Never. 
On the contrary, I aver that we have acted towards 
these new states the part of a true-hearted and ge- 
nerous parent. We have nurtured, and fed, and 
clothed them, till they are grown to the height and 
stature of adult strength long before they are of 
age. From being feeble and helpless and tottering, 
they have become strong and rich and able. But 
would I stop here? Notatall. I would act towards 
thein in the same spirit still—a spirit liberal, affec- 
tionate and generous. I would foster their growth 
and improvement, and promptly defend them from 
Indian aggression; but, at the sams time, as a trustee, 
I would look for some return of profit to the other 
states of the union. 

Now, in the application of these general princi- 
ples to the amendment which has been proposed by 
my colleague from South Carolina, in the first place 
{ inquire whether his is a financial scheme at all; and 
if so, whether it is such an one .as, under the rela- 
tions in which we stand, it is just and proper for us 
to adopt? I cannot but regard it as it respects the 
cession under which we have received these lands. 
I will not quibble about the terms. Virginia did 
certainly cede these lands tothe United States, and 
the equivalent was the securing of certain rights to 
herself, together with the incidental advantages 
which would grow out of the cession to herself and 
her sister states. But was it a sale? Was it a 
financial agreement? Did she reserve for herself a 
fund from the proceeds? Was it a mere act of bar- 
gainand sale? Nothing like it. It was a deed of 
boundless liberality; it was a cession of all her inte- 
rests in this vast territory, if was an act in which 
she sacrificed herself and looked only to the good of 
the country. The present amendment purports to be 
a ‘‘cession.”” We are to give away to the new states 
the public land. Butcan we give these lands away 
as Virginia did? Is this territory ours, as it was 
hers? Not atall. She held it in fee-simple. She 
held it in entire and absolute property. 1t was her 
own; she might do with it what she wouid, and she 
chose to give it away. But we cannot give it. It 
was hers in fee-simple; it is ours only in trust. 
She held it in her own right; we hoid it in right of 
others. She held it as proprietor; we hold it as trus- 
tees for all the states. That we have a right to sell 
the land, I have no doubt; and that, in execution of 
other trusts confided to us, we may in certain cases, 
give portions of it away, I do not deny; but we have 
no constitutional right to destroy the trust; that is an 
act which transcends the power of congress. And, 
further, if we part with it under a mere colorable 
sale, it is an avoidance of our high trust and a viola- 
tion of the constitution. If we sell at all, we must 
sell in good faith, for a valuable consideration, and 
for the benefit of the United States. 

What is the consideration reserved in this act of 
cession? It purports to be 65 per cent. on the sales; 
in other words, il is a proposition to cede 35 per 
cent. of the proceeds of the public lands to certain 
selected states. What consideration for 35 per cent.? 
We have been now for fifty years administering this 
trust, and we have not yet got through with it. It 
is, in fact, continually opening upon us. There 
seeins something magical about it. It grows on us 
as we proceed.. A portion of the trust estate has 
been destroyed, and yet, just as fast as we have sold 
and consumed it, it has increased upon our hands. 
In proportion as we have ascended in our legisla- 
tion, a wider horizon has opened. At first, there 
was a wall of Indians and of foreign territory all 
around us, but with every rolling year its limits have 
been rolled back. It is not now bounded by the 
Miami, nor by the Wabash, nor by the Mississippi; 
no, nor by the Rocky mountains. But my honora- 
ble friend here (Mr. Linn) invokes the senate to 
extend its view to the mouth of the Columbia river. 
We have not done with this trust, nor half done 
with it. We have built up an empire, and yet we 
are only on the threshold of our possessions. To 








show how little we have yet made by it in a financial 


——— 
view, let me state that, from the returns as bronpy, 
up to a very recent period, our expenses have : 
ceeded our gains. We are not yet repaid for th 
expenses of the trust. We are more than five mij}i, “ 
yetin debt. I speak of the whole domain, howeve, 
derived. The cost and charges of managing thi 
property have been $102,000,000. The income 
from it has been not quite $98,000,000. Nor is this 
difference the only balance against us. Thug fas 
the sales of the public lands have not reimburseq 
the expenses of their acquisition and preparation 
for sale. The following is the official statement of 
the accounts current of the United States with thei, 
public lands: 


Statement of the cost in the acquisition and management 
of the ic lands, and of the receipts arising from 


the sale thereof, to the 30th S44, 1838, 

The whole expenditure under the head of Indian de. 
partment, from the commencement of the govern. 
ment to Sept. 30, 1838, so far as can be ascertained 
from the records of this office, amounts 
to $32,047,598 

By the convention of France of 
the 3d April, 1803, the United 
States paid for Louisiana, in 
stock and money 

Interest on the stock, up to the 
time it became redeemabie 


$15,000,000 
8,529,353 





23,529,353 

By the treaty with Spain of the 
22d February, 1819, there 
was paid for the Floridas the 
sum of 

Interest on the stock constitut- 
ed per act of 24th May, 1824, 
to provide for the awards of 
the commissioners under the 
said treaty, up to the time it 
was paid off 


5,000,000 


1,489,768 
— 6,489,763 
The payments to the state of Georgia, on 
account of lands relinquished to the Unit- 
ed States, including the value of arms 
furnished that state, amounted to 
Amount of Mississippi stock issued under 
the act of 3d March, 1815, and redeemed 
at the treasury, exclusive of the amount 
received in payment of lands 
There has been paid for salaries and con- 
tingent expenses of the general land of- 
fice 1,126,609 
For salaries and incidental ex- 
penses of the several land 
offices, out of the proceeds of 
sales, while in the hands of 





1,250,000 


1,832,375 


the receivers 3,227,939 
For the salaries of registers and 

receivers, by warrants on 

the treasurer of the United 

Siates 92,903 





—— 3,320,842 

For the salaries of surveyors general and 
their clerks, and the commissioners for 
settling land claims, &c. 

And for the survey of public lands 


1,032,666 
3,106,831 


ee 


Cost, including foreign cessions and expen- 
ses of Indians 

The cost in the acquisition and manage- 
ment of the public lands, exclusive of 
the sums paid for cessions from foreign 
governments, and expenses of Indian 
wars, for which specific appropriations 
were made 


$73,736,047 


98,484,056 
102,220,103 
Receipts into the treasury from the sale of 

public lands to September 30, 1838, ex- 

clusive of receipts from lands sold for the 

benetit om lean ies oh anu. 

Treasu artment, register’ s office, Feb. 1, . 

kes eT. L SMITH, register. 

Nore. The records of this office exhibit no specific 
appropriations for suppressing Indian hostilities unt! 
1836; prior to that year, the cost of wars with the In- 
dians was paid out of appropriations for the army g& 
nerally. The expense of Indian hostilities from 1st 
January, 1836, to 30th September, 1838, amounts 
$15,232,868 64. | 

This account does not include the heavy dis- 
bursements for Indian wars, which, swelled by the 
recent enormous expenses in Florida, may be safe- 
ly set down at forty millions of dollars. With this 
very large balance standing against the land yet !" 
possession of the United States, if the calculation 0 
the value of that residue made by the senator from 
South Carolina be correct, the whole will not reim- 
burse us, much less the 65 per cent. which he pro 
poses to reserve. And thus we shall kave squan 
dered not only what Virginia and the other states 
gave us, but also a large sum of money contributec 
by the old states in the form of taxes upon their ct 
tizens before the states now proposed to be benefit 
ed were in existence. In this most obvious view 
of the ease, we give ont of the treasury, fo a few 
favored states, thirty-five per cent. of many millions 
of dollars collected from the other states. By this 
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i irginia will not only have given her 
oP ont aes also. She il ive transfer- 
re her. property and paid a sum to those who take 
-. The quantity of land proposed to be surrender- 
ed by this act of cession is, according to the report 
of the select committee, one hundred and fifty-four 
millions of acres, lying jn various portions of the 
nine selected states. Thirty-five per cent. upon 
this quantity is upwards of fifty millions of acres, 
certainly a munificent donation. The average an- 
nual income from the sale of public lands for the 
last twenty years is about five millions of dollars.— 
Assuming this ratio, ihe annual grant in money to 
{hese nine states is more than a million and a half 
of dollars. It is equal to the civil list of those 
states. It is the assumption of the public debts of 
those states. It is the distribution of the whole 
nett proceeds of the public lands amongst nine states. 

It seems to me that the mode of calculation by 
which the mover of this amendment brings down 
the value of the public lands is erroneous; but, 
whatever that value may be, we have no power to 
cast it away. One thing is certain, that the sales 

ield an income of five millions, and that, in all hu- 
man probability, they will continue to do so for the 
next thirty years. Their value fora sum in hand, 
therefore, is correctly estimated by a very obvious 
process. The annual receipts should cover the an- 
nual interest, and provide a sinking fund for the 
capital. By this mode of calculation, then, allow- 
ing the income from the public lands to terminate 
at the end of thirty years, the present value in hand 
would be upwards of fifty millions; and the propo- 
sition thus reduced results in a donation, tn presen- 
ti, of seventeen millions of dollars to the nine states. 
The eagerness manifested by the senators represent- 
ing those states is natural. There isa grandeur in 
this munificence which subdues the imagination, 
and casts into shade the vast donation of Virginia— 
differing from that, too, in this: that, whereas Vir- 
ginia gave to all the. states, herself included, this 
proposition gives to one-third of the states, contain- 
ing less than one-sixth of the population. 

That the average of the last twenty years is a just, 
or at least a sufficiently low, criterion of the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands for the future, will be ap- 
parent from the consideration of the great increase 
of the population, which furnishes the demand for 
new lands. The United States now contain 18 
millions of inhabitants, an increase at the rate of 
about 700,000 a year. The demand for new settle- 
ments will increase in a corresponding ratio with 
the population. It may be safely put down as in- 
creasing at the rate of four percent. Experience, 
heretofore, has shown that the rate of purchase does 
not diminish, as the land has been picked and cull. 
ed; but, on the contrary, those lands which have 
been longest in market are most freely sold, in pro- 
portion to the quantity in market. Thus, lands are 
more rapidly taken up in Ohio than in Arkansas, 
for the obvious reason that a dense population makes 
inferior land more valuable in the midst of it, than 
more fertile districts in an uninhabited country.— 
There is but a million of acres of United States land 
how remaining unsold in Ohio, and even this is di- 
minishing with an accelerated ratio. It therefore 
may be well assumed that from this source the U. 
States may enjoy a revenue of five millions, until 
very much the largest portion of the domain within 
the nine states is disposed of, and long before that 
period Florida, Iowa and Wiskonsin will have 
brought their contributions to the general fund, and 
extended the period of this income to future gene- 
rations. Reasoning upon data known to be correct, 
in thirty years from this time the demand for the 
public lands will be in proportion to a population 
increasing at the rate of two millions a year. 

But there are other serious objections to this 
amendment, and { invoke the attention of senators 
from every quarter of the union to that which [ am 
how about to state. The proposed mode of dispos- 
ing of the public lands is altogether and to an enor- 
mous extent unequal in its operation. What I in- 
sist on is, that there shall be at any rate a perfect 
equality; that there shall not be discrimination and 

ounties in favor of one state and against another; 

ut here there is a degree of inequality which, were 
there no other objections, would be sufficient to 
compel my decided dissent. It is proposed to cede 
the public domain to each of the states respectively 
Within whose territorial limits they lie. It is given 
to the states, not to individuals. Itis given to them, 
not as being all the states, but as being part only of 
re states of the union. Should it be ceded to all 
he states, it would be a violation of the original 
fession and of the constitution, as the advocates of 
this measure contend. It is to be ceded to the 
states, not in proportion to their contributions to the 


public burdens, or in proportion to their size or po- 
Aarne: but simply as states. And what will be 


¢ result, as between one of the states and another? 





Ohio exceeds Missouri in population four to one; 
and how does this amendment propose to distribute 
the public lands between these two states? The 
share of Missouri is to the share of Ohio as more 
than twenty-eight to one, making the population of 
Missouri receive over the population of Ohio more 
than one hundred to one. Can Ohio stand by and 
see the public domain given away in this propor- 
tion? Nor is this all; for the one million of acres 
which Ohio gets is of lands which have been in 
market for more than forty years, and have been 
picked and culled during all that time, while the 
thirty millions which are given to Missouri consist 
of fresh and fertile lands but recently surveyed.— 
Now let me ask, what will Virginia get? She con- 
tributes to the public burdens six times as much as 
Missouri. Missouri is to get 35 per cent. of thirty 
millions. How much does Virginia get? Nothing. 
This is not thirty millions to one; it is thirty mil- 
lions tonothing. Besides, Ohio has now passed her 
chrysalis condition. She has now become one of 
the old states of the union. A million of acres is 
nothing to her. But this amendment gives her her 
dividend but of one million of old and refuse land, 
while it gives Missouri her dividend of thirty mil- 
lions of new land of the very best quality. 

Let us now look a little at the operation of this 
scheme in its details. I have here the report of 
the learned committee on public lands, made at the 
last session, stating the quantity of public lands 
within the various states. Ohio, it appears, con- 
tains one million of acres of second, third and fourth 
rate lands, while Arkansas has forty-three millions 
of acres. 

[Mr. SEVIER, across—Yes, and it is rich]. 

Yes, Arkansas is rich; and this is one of the 
schemes to make the rich richer, and the poor poor- 
er, Arkansas has forty-three times as much of the 
public land as Ohio; at the same time Obio has a 
million and a half of inhabitants, while Arkansas 
has one hundred thousand. Thus, one hundred 
thousand people are to be benefited at the rate of 
forty-three millions of acres of land—rich land, as 
the senator tells us—while a million and a half of 
people in another state are benefited at the rate of 
one million of refuse land. Arkansas is to get two 
hundred and fifteen acres to each inhabitant, and 
Ohio one-third of one acre! being a difference of six 
hundred and forty-five in favorof Arkansas. Each 
inhabitant of Arkansas, therefore, will get six hun- 
dred and forty-five times as much as each inhabitant 
of Ohio. Andsooftherest. Michigan has thirty- 
one millions of acres to Ohio’s one million. Yet 
she has less than one hundred thousand inhabitants. 
The proportions are enormous. The original ces- 
sion said that the avails of the public domain were 
to be shared among the states according to their 
several portions of the general charge and expendi- 
ture. Yet, here an inhabitant of Arkansas is to 
get six hundred and forty-five times as much as an 
inhabitant of Ohio; or, if you regard the two as 
states, one gets forty-three times as much as the 
other. 

But it does not stop here. New states of the 
union are selected as beneficiaries: are they, then, 
to be confined to the avails of the land they receive? 
Not at all: after receiving that, they are then to come 
in and be common sharers with the rest of the 
states. We are to give them all their own lands, 
and a portion in vurs besides! Virginia is to get one 
twenty-sixth part of one-half of these lands, and 
Arkansas, after baving got her own thirty-one mil- 
lions, is to share this one twenty-sixth part with 
Virginia. Ishould really hope, if the land must be 
given away, it will be at some rate more reasonable 
than this. The entire quantity of lands remaining 
unsold within the states enumerated in the sena- 
tor’s amendment is 154,000,000 acres: one-half of 
this will be 77,000,000, one-third is 50,000,000.— 
And the bill gives these 50,000,000 to nine states, 
the other states to get no portion of it. 

I could run out this illustration yet further: but I 
refrain. Ex pede, Herculem. These are sufficient. 

These are to me striking views, but they are not 
the considerations which weigh most heavily upon 
my mind, and which I should be most glad to see 
removed if this amendment is to be adopted, and is 
ever to becomealaw. In arguing this whole ques- 
tion I feel the difficulty of our situation as arguing 
against the wishes and expectations of those who 
are to receive the benefit. The nine states who are 
to get this magnificent donation have eighteen sena 
tors amongst those whom I am addressing, who 
have, of course, a more direct interest in the adop- 
tion of the amendment than any of the rest of us. 
This, of itself, presents a powerful motive to secure 
their support to the measure: and this fact alone 
ought to make us pause before we hastily adopt the 
plan. The benefit to be granted is not common to 
us all, but peculiar to them—it is exclusive as to 
us. They are to be benefited: we are to be injur- 





ed. In alluding to the strength of the motive here 
presented as likely to band together eighteen sena- 
tors in support of this scheme, I mean to make no 
personal or offensive reference to those senators: it 
is a motive likely to act on al) men placed in their 
circumstances. They desire, very naturally, and 
very properly, to benefit their constituents: and, 
under the pressure of that desire, with such an op- 
portunity for its gratification, the understanding 
even of the strongest is very likely to be warped in 
its conclusions, and seduced to believe that the 
measure is perfectly just and proper. We must 
entreat gentlemen so situated, as 1 do now entreat 
them, to raise their views from the immediate in- 
terest of their constituents in such a cession as is 
now proposed, toa just administration of the sacred 
trust which has been confided to them for the bene- 
fit of the entire union. Is it right—is it just—is it 
generous—to find their own peculiar interest in our 
loss and sacrifice? I throw myself upon them, that 
they will consider this subject in an enlarged point 
of view. Especially do I wish Ohio to do this, 
who is passing out of her state of minority and be- 
coming of ripe age. Will Ohio consent thus to 
squander our common patrimony? I put it to In- 
diana, who is soon about to become the third state 
in this union: and I ask her whether to promote a 
transient interest to-day she will be willing to sac- 
rifice the permanent and abiding interest of to-mor- 
row? and whether she will lend herself to the delu- 
sion that it is just to deprive the old states of the 
inheritance they have received from our ancestors? 
The amendment will produce a state of things I 
earnestly deprecate. In the administration of this 
domain something is due to our past experience. 
We all remember the large amount of debt which 
was once accumulated under the credit system of 
sale of the public lands; you remember that the 
debtors declared that they could not pay, and would 
not. The very same spirit which prompts men to 
take the land without a legal right prompts them to 
stand out for the money they ought to pay for it. 
Circumstances made it difficult, perhaps impossible, 
for them to pay; and I well recollect the terror with 
which the politicians of that day looked to the re- 
sults of such a state of things. I remember with 
what anxiety, not to say terror, Mr. Monroe con- 
templated a debt of nineteen millions owed by one 
section ofthe union. Congress looked with dismay 
at the mass of debt due from settlers oa the Lower 
Mississippi; and, in contemplation of the mis- 
chievous effects arising from the credit system, in 
relation to the public lands, you determined to alter 
your terms of sale; and it was wisely decided to 
sell, in future, for cash alone. But if a scattered 
debt, due from individuals, be an evil of so danger- 
ous a character as to excite their terrors, how fear- 
ful will it become when this debt, instead of being 
dispersed among a number of individual settlers, is 
consolidated into one mass, and owed by a section 
which has already, from time to time, made claim 
to an indefeasible title in all this land! Can you 
collect it? You cannot drive your debtors from the 
land. Will you call out the force of the country— 
send your army —sell the land under them, and take 
possession of it for the United States? It cannot 
be done. To individuals, in such a case, you can 
afford to yield, and make a compromise; but how 
will you stand when you have made states your 
debtors? The amendment establishes the relation 
of debtor and creditor between this government and 
entire states—with neighboring, with contiguous 
states— with a mass of states, all having one com- 
mon interest in the question, one common charac- 
ter, and one common debt. Do you expect from a 
debtor like this to collect your debt by any process? 
The thought is idle. I estimate the honor and fide- 
lity of the states as much as any man; but what 
have we heard for the last few years, from the other 
side of the senate, but wild denunciation of state 
extravagance—state proflizgacy—and the dear, bless- 
ed people to be taxed to pay state debts? Suppose 
there comes a short crop, or an Indian war, or an 
other of the like contingencies, would it not be 
urged as an excuse for not paying the state debt? 
And would you venture, under such circumstances, 
to call upon them for your money? You dare not. 
Gentlemen have told you, in one breath, that you 
cannot protect your lands from the squatters either 
by your tipstaves or by your soldiers; and in the 
very next breath they say you can force whole 
states to comply with their contracts by the power 
of the judiciary! Your army cannot remove a 
handful of individuals, and yet you are going to 
drive the states by your judiciary! You cannot 
turn off a poor squatter, who has no sort of title, or 
evidence or pretence of title; and yet you are, b 
the most nugatory provisions of this bill, to oust a 
citizen of a state, having a deed from the state in 
his pocket, and the whole state power interposed 





between him and you! Ifa state shall declare that . 
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they will not pay you, do you expect that individu- 
als of that state will? God forbid [ should ever see 
the day when this comes to be tried, or that I should 
contribute to the possibility of superiniucing it. 
You place the man between two fires. The state 
tells him to hold his land; the general government 
orders Lim to give itup. He is to be hung by the 
state if he disobeys the state government; and if he 
obeys the state, then he is to be hung by the gene- 
ral government! You never can enforce your con- 
tract; the judiciary is utterly incapable of it. The 
remedy which the amendment provides for the case 
is utterly inefficient. [t is, that, if the states refuse 
to pay, then the deeds maide by the states to indivi- 
duals shall be vacated. Pshaw! Why, as I have 
said, wilh no deed at all, the settlers have stood out 
against you, and you have been forced to yield, 
over and over again; think you that, with a state 
deed to show, and the state authority to shield 
them, they are going to march off their farms at 
the bidding of your marshal? He would be a bold 
man who would carry a process there. I say, then, 
that there is great danger in your establishing the 
pecuniary relation of debtor and creditor with the 
states. If they cannot pay, what will you do? 
They will resist in masses. They have eighteen 
senators on this floor; and it is already their boast 
that in ten years from this time they will hold the 
balance of power, and that they will fake the land 
upon their own terms. The remedy proposed by 
the amendment is altogether fallacious. It propo- 
ses to divert a vested right, and to drive a man from 
lands that he has bought and paid for. 

Something of the same kind was once done by 
congress, (and the measure, I admit, was supported 
by myself, among others), by which the states he- 
caine debtors to this government for a distribution 
of the surplus in the treasury. And what has be- 
come of your debt?) Who asks for it? Who dare 
move such ademand? Have we not, in the very 
face of this debt of twenty six millions due from the 
states, borrowed money to soppy the wants of the 
government from day to day? The secretary of the 
treasury tells us of these twenty-six millions on de- 


yt with the states, and in the same breath asks 


or an issue of five millions of treasury notes! A 
debt from the states! The states cannot pay it; 
they will not pay it; and we dare not ask them for 
it. I would not give you a groat for your whole 
debt. Some difficulty will occur concerning it, 
and you will forgive them all. Let us not, then, 
take the first step—let us not make debtors of states 
too powerful for your mnanagement. A contest will 
arise, and if they are too strong for you, you will 
be subjected to them; and if you are too strong for 
them, it will be yet worse, for they must be subject- 

to you. 
ey yen grounds I am opposed to the scheme of 
the senator for a cession of the public lands. I trust 
I shall always be ready to promote the interest of 
the new states; but I am not willing to see such an 
inequality of division among them as that one man 
shall receive 625 acres of this domain, while ano- 
ther man gets but one acre. I cannot consent to 
establish the relation of debtor and creditor with the 
states, andsoloseall, = 

There is one otber co arta to sotecmeewen a to 

i iall barely allude. am strongly im- 
ween the idea that, while the Old Dominion, 
in making us the cession of her territory, wisely aud 
cautiously provided that the benefit should be rata- 
bly divided among all the states, (and therefore 
among the western states with the rest), yet the 
main point of view in which that cession is to be 
regarded is as a financial transaction. In regard to 
the proposition for a distribution of the proceeds, 
commonly known as the land bill of the distinguish- 
ed gentleman to my right, (Mr. Cray), I occupied 
a peculiar position. As an independent proposi- 
tion, I have been against it; but, in connexion with 
the surplus revenue, I was for it. I was for a dis- 
tribution of the surplus revenue accumulated in the 
treasury, and of the proceeds of the public lands as 
forining a part of it. We distributed both the land 
ed revenue and that from the custoins. We have 
now the subject of the tariff opened again, or soon 
to be opened. All questions before us in regard to 
the lands are complicated with the financial system 
of the United States. If I had the control of mat- 
ters, I would set down five millions as the income 
from the public domain, and I would then have a 
moving scale of duties in proportion to the wants of 
the government. But this ts scarcely likely to be 
done. The taritf, I suppose, will be fixed, and not 
moveable, with a view to give permanence to our 
great interests. That they will, to a certain ex- 
tent, be permanent, no nah, I think, can doubt.— 
How the proceeds of the public lands are to be ad- 
justed is a different question. I think they should 
be adjusted contemporaneously with the tariff, or 
else suspended till the tariff is setiled. 





I cannot but regard the proceeds of the sales of 


the public lands as a pertion, and a very important 
portion, of the public revenue at all times, but more 
especially now, when there is a public debt actual- 
ly existing, and a proposition before congress to in- 
crease it. One of the peculiar purposes to which 
the old congress appropriated the income of the 
public lands was the payment of the national debt. 
We have, at this moment, an acknowledged debt of 
near five millions. The secretary of the treasury 
demands an increase of five millions to meet press- 
ing emergencies; and no one doubts that, in defer- 
red payments, in existing charges, in unsettled ba- 
lances and unadjusted claims, there are five millions 
nore outstanding. Thus, on the 4th March next, 
there will be a national debt of fifteen millions.— 
This is no time to give away any portion of our in- 
come, neither to all the states nor to a portion of 
them—neither to twenty-six states nor to nine. If 
these proceeds are to be abstracted from the general 
treasury, it were manifestly best that they should 
be disposed of to the states generally. That would 
be an approximation to justice and equity; but the 
highest justice and equity—the most honest and 
obvious performance of our trust—is to apply these 
funds to the payment of the national debt. 

The proposition of the senator from Missouri, to 
appropriate these proceeds to the navy and the pub- 
lic expenses, is conceived in so high a spirit that it 
is well calculated to enlist our sympathies and cap- 
tivate the imagination. [ heartily concur with him 
in his estimate of the propriety of doing something 
for the navy. That important branch of the public 
service has been too much neglected. It merits, at 
all times, the highest consideration. Its actual 
condition exacts our most anxious attention. Its 
glory and its usefulness cannot be too highly esti- 
inated, and I fear it has fallen into great dilapida- 
tion. It might be invidious to inquire how this dis- 
astrous condition has been superindneed, but it is 
due to our most precious recollections—to our 
highest interests—to all that pride and patriotism 
can enforce—that it continue no longer. That ad- 
ininistration which shall build up the navy, reinvi- 
gorate its energies, and revive and stimulate its 
wonted spirit, will deserve the eternal gratitude of 
the country. As faras the public purse ean contri- 
bute to this, I would not circumscribe our appropri- 
tions to any special fund. If there be any one thing 
amongst us which may be called national, it is the 
savy. I would not limit it to any sum, however 
ample. Its only limitation should be, the capacity 
of our commercial marine to man it, and up to that 
full extent I would enable it to be present with our 
commerce in the four quarters of the world, equip- 
ped and inspirited to protect it and our honor 
against all opponents. 


TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS —2d SESSION. 
SENATE. 

February 1. The vice president laid before the 
senate, a communication from the war department, 
containing au abstract of the general returns of the 
militia of the United States. 

Also several memorials from the legislature of the 
territory of lowa asking grants of land for various 
purposes. 

Mr. Mangum presented the resolutions of the le- 
gislature of North Carolina, in favor of the distribu- 
tion of the public lands among the several states and 
territories, 

Mr. Bayard, of Delaware, presented the resolu- 
tions of that state to the same effect. 

Messrs. Bayard and Clayton successively ad- 
dressed the senate expressive of their approbation 
of the doctrine of the resolutions. 

The resolutions were read, ordered to lay on the 
table and be printed. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented the resolutions of the le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania in favor of the distribution 
of the proceeds of the public lands. 

Mr. 8. took occasion to observe that, so far as 
the general tenor of the resolutions went, they should 
be sustained by his vote. Although he was not dis 
posed to yield implicit obedience to the doctrine ol 
instruction in all cases, yet these resolutions having 
passed the legislature of his state, he regarded them 
as collateral evidence of the popularity of the mea- 
sure, and should cast his vote accordingly. 

The resolutions were read, laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Norvell presented resolutions from the legis- 
lature of Michigan, asking that a bill may be passed 
for the completion of all the lake harbors commenc- 
ed by government. 

Mr. Mouton presented resolutions from the legis- 
lature of Louisiana, in favor of the enactment of a 
general bankrupt law; which were read. 

Mr. Calhoun presented a memorial from mer- 
chants and others of Charleston, praying that no 








bankrupt law may be adopted. 


: 





a 
Mr. Wright presented similar memorials fro, 
citizens of the state of New York. : 
Mr. King reported a bill to authorise a surye to 
ascertain the practicability ot re-opening the com. 
munication between Albemarle sound and the Aj. 
lantic ocean with an amendment. 

He also asked that the committee on commerce 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial in relation to the erection of a new Cus. 
tom house in Philadelphia; the committee beiy of 
opinion that in the present condition of commerce 
it was inexpedient to increase the expenditures of 
government..- 

The senate then proceeded tothe discussion of 
the special order, the bill relating to the perinanent 
and prospective pre-emption system, when M, 
Young rose and delivered his views in supportof hi, 
amendment, which was to adopt the principle of ces. 
sion. 

Mr. Fulton followed, and spoke at length, chiefly 
against the distribution, and in favor o pre-emp. 
tion. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the senate adjourned. 

February 2. The vice president laid before tj, 
senate resolutions from a meeting of citizens o¢ 
Calhoun county, Florida, asking for admission jnty 
the union. 

Mr. Hubbard from the committee of claims aske; 
to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the memorial from the legislature of Georgia, ask. 
ing remuneration for depredations committed by the 
Creek Indians. 

Mr. Fulton reported a bill to authorise the selec. 
tion of school lands in lieu of those granted to the 
half breeds of the Sac and Fox Indians. 

The permanent prospective pre-emption bill be. 
ing under discussion, Messrs. Hubbard, Calhoun, 
Webster, Benton, Clay, of Alabama, Pierce, He). 
derson and Rives, successively addressed the senate, 

Mr. Rives having concluded, Messrs. Roane, Por. 
ter and Crittenden, made a few remaiks, each, when 
the question was taken on the motion of Mr, 
Young to strike out all of Mr. Crittenden’s amend. 
ment, and insert what would embrace the principles 
of Mr. Calthoun’s bill to cede the publie lands, with 
the addition that the 65 per cent. allotted should be 
assigned for the increase of the navy and the na- 
tional defence, and was decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Cal. 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, Lump. 
kin, Mouton, Nicholas, Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, 
ne Robinson, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, Young— 
2 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bates, Buchanan, Clay, of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, Huntington, Kerr, Knight, Mangum, 
Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Rug- 
gles,Smith, of Connecticut, Smith, of Indiana, South. 
ard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Wall, Webster, White, Wil- 
liams, Wright—31. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Crittenden, to recommit the bill with such in- 
structions as would embody the two principles of 
pre-emption and distribution, and was decided as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bates, Buchanan, Clay, of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Hunt- 
ington, Kerr, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, Pren- 
tiss, Ruegles, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, Webster, Whiie—2z2. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Nicholson, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Porter, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
Williams, Wright, Young—29. 

The question then recurring on the passage of the 
bill, it was decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bucha- 
nan, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholson, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Pierce, ceed Robinson, Sevier, Smith, o! 
Connecticut, Smith, of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
Tappan, Walker, Wall, Webster, White, Williams, 
Wright, Young—31. 

NAYS—Messers. Bayard, Calhorn, Clay, of Ken: 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Hunting: 
ton, Kerr, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, Pre: 
tiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Ruggles, Southard—19. 

So the bill was passed. ‘ 

Mr. Sevier moved to strike out from the title of 
the bill the words ‘cand raise a log cabin thereon. 

Mr. White was glad the senator had moved in (his 
matter; he had voted for the bill in good faith, and 
thought notitle should go forth which implied a sat- 
casm on log cabins. | 

The question of Mr. Sevier’s motion was take?, 
and carried by an overwhelming vote. . 

Mr. Crittenden moved totake up the bankrupt 
bill, with a view to have it made the special order 
for to-morrow. i, 

Mr. Sevier was anxious to take it up and sit ou! 
the discussion. 

Mr. Calhoun moved that the senate adjoura. 
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me uest of Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Calhoun 
“anes his motion for adjournment, when the 
latter assigned his reasons for desiring to postpone 
the further consideration of the bill till the next 
aa Buchanan having concluded, on motion of 
Mr. Calhoun the senate adjourned. 

February 3. The vice president laid before the 
senate a message from the president of the United 
States relative to the ranning of the boundary line 
between the state of Michigan and the territory of 
Wiskonsin. 

Mr. Buchanan presented eleven memorials from 
the saddlers and harness" makers of Philadel hia, 
asking an increase of duties on certain articles of 
saddlery and harness. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, reported a bill to change 
one term of the circuit and district courts of Ohio, 
from Columbus to Cincinnati, which was laid over 
until to-murrow. 

Mr. Wall reported a bill to amend the judicial 
system of the United States. — 

Twenty-five hundred copies of Plitt’s reports 
upon the management of the post office depart- 
ments in foreign countries, were ordered to be 

rinted, without the accompanying documents. 

Mr. Merrick moved to take up the joint resolu- 
tion for the transfer of the stock of the U. States 
in the Chesapeake and Ohio canal to the state of 
Maryland; but the motion failed. 

On motion of Mr. Crittenden the senate agreed 
to take up the bankrupt bill; but as it was late, it 
was, on motion of Mr. King informally passed over, 
to enable the senate to go into executive business. 

After being engaged some time therein, the se- 
nate adjourned, 


February 4. The vice president presented a com- 
munication from the secretary of the treasury in 
reply to a resolution of the senate requiring a plan 
of home valuation on goods imported, instead of 
valuation in foreign countries, which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Allen, of Ohio, and Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, 
presented memorials in favor of a general bankrupt 
law. 

Mr. Williams, from the committee on naval 
affairs, reported a joint resolution on the subject of 
American rotted hemp—which was read and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. Merrick reported the bill to amend and con- 
tinue in force the act to incorporate the inhabitants 
of the city of Washington with an amendment, 
which was ordered to be printed. 

The bill establishing a general bankrupt system 
was taken up, when amendments were proposed 
which led todebate, which continued to alate hour, 
and without coming to any decision, the senate ad- 
journed, 


February 5. The vice president submitted a re- 
port from the secretary of war, containing the ac- 
counts and disbursements among the Indians for 
the year ending September, 1840. 

Also, a report from the same officer relative to 
the Potomac aqueduct. 

Mr, Walker submitted a resolution which was 
acopted, inquiring into the expediency of building 
a steam frigate. 

Mr. Walker, also sabmitted a resolution, which 
was agreed to, requesting the president to commu- 
nicate any correspondence he may have had with 
any foreign government relative to the negroes 
taken on board the L’ Amistad. 


Mr. Wall submitted a resolution, which was 
agreed to, requiring the secretary of the navy to 
furnish a copy of the reports made on Colt’s im- 
proved repeating fire arms, in October and Decem- 
ber, by a board of navy officers appointed to ex- 
ainine the same. As also the report made by a 
ae of army officers on the repeating fire arms of 

jutting, 

The greater part of the day was occupied in dis- 
cussing the resolution for surrendering to the state 
of Maryland the interest of the United States in 
the Chesapeake and Ohio canal stock; which was 
very zealously and earnestly supported by Mr. 
Merrick, and amended on the motion and upon the 
argument of Mr. Huntington, by inserting a proviso 
requiring the assent of the cities of the District in 
reference to their residnary interest in the stock. 
Thus amended, the resolution, in the following 
form, was ordered to be engrossed fer a third read- 
ing by a large majority: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congress assembled, 

hat the secretary of the treasury is hereby authorised 
and directed, if he shall receive satisfactory proof 
within five years that the Chesapeake and Ohio canal 
7 completed to the town of Cumberland, and that the 
‘ae of Maryland has provided by law or otherwise 
that the United States shall at all times bereafter have 





whole length, all such troops, munitions of war, and 
military stores as the public interest and convenience 
may require to be transported on the same free of all 
charge, and that the rate of tolls shall forever hereafter 
be equal throughout the whole length of the said canal, 
to transfer to the state of Maryland,in due form, all 
the stock in the said Chesapeake and Ohio canal sub- 
scribed by and standing in the name of the United 
States; and also to assign and _ transfer all the interest, 
right, and title of the United States in and to the 
avails of the stocks in said canal, standing in the 
names and originally subscribed by the respective 
cities of Washington, Georgetown and Alexandria, 
and which have been conditionally transferred by 
them to the United States, subject to all the rights of 
said cities,and each of them, contained in, and se- 
cured by, an act entitled “an act for the relief of the 
several corporate cities of the District of Columbia,” 
approved May 20, 1836. 

rovided, however, ‘That the assent of each of said 
cities to such transfer shall first ve given, in due and 
legal form, under the corporate seal of the said cities 
respectivel , to a certificate thereof, to be delivered to 
the secretary of the treasury, the consent of the cities 
aforesaid being only required for the transfer of their 
stock respectively; and the want of the consent of 
any one of said cities shall not defeat or delay the ope- 
ration of this resolution for all other purposes. 

And provided also, That the said state of Maryland 
shall provide for the payment out of the corporate 
funds and revenues of said company, or otherwise, of 
all the outstanding debts and legal liabilities of said 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal company. 

The resolution has yet to pass its third reading. 
The senate adjourned to Monday. 

February 8. The vice president laid before the 
senate a report from the treasury department, show- 
ing a statement of the contracts entered into by the 
department for the year 1840: 

Memorials were presented 

By Mr. Norvell, {rom citizens of Michigan, in fa- 
vor of a bankrnpt law. 

By Mr. Preston, from persons engaged on the 
public buildings, asking compensation for the time 
the’ public work was suspended. 

By Mr. White, from citizens of Laporte, Indiana, 
asking the passage of a bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Wall, from women of Pennsylvania, ask- 
ing an alteration of the law of the United States in 
relation to slavery. [Motion to receive ordered to 
lie on the table.] 

Also, from Samuel Raub, asking the government 
to purchase the right of his ‘double self-acting 
safety valve,” and that a law be passed requiring 
its use. 

By Mr. Young, from the general assembly of [I- 
linois, asking an appropriation for the construction 
of amarine hospital at the city of Cairo, in that 
state. 

By Mr. Ruggles, from a number of fishermen and 





against the repeal of the fishing bounties and allow- 
ances. 

By Mr. Sturgeon, from citizens of Philadelphia, 
asking that a light house may be erected on Bran- 
dywine shoals. 

By Mr. Wright from the chamber of commerce 
of New York, proposing certain provisions to be 
incorporated in the bankrupt bill. 

By Mr. Webster, from citizens of Onondaga coun- 
ty, New York, praying that the Senaca Indians who 
have not given their assent to the treaty between 
that tribe and the United States may not be coin- 
pelled to emigrate from the lands they now occupy. 

By Mr. Hubddard, from the legislative council of 
Wiskonsin, asking a law to define the western 
boundary line of Wiskonsin, so that the centre of 
the Mississippi may constitute that boundary. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of attaching the 
Cherokee territory lying in Alabama to the Coosa land 
district, and the removal of the land office to some 
point within the territory so attached. 

Mr. Linn submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of procuring 
a sufficient number of the most approved repeating 
fire-arms to supply the troops operating against the In- 
dians in Florida. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, the bill to 
alter the terms of the circuit and district courts of 
the United States was considered in committee of 
the whole. 

On motion of Mr. Crittenden, the bill was so 
amended as to attach the district of Arkansas to the 
eighth circuit, and the district of Kentucky toa 
part of the ninth circuit, and making the circuit 
court for the district of Arkansas to be holden on 
the 4th Monday of April and October in each year. 

After being debated by Messrs. Smith, of Inda. 
Crittenden, Ailen, Sevier, Clay, of Alabama, King, 

Waiker and Mouton, it was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill from the house of representatives autho 





the right to transport upon the said canal, through its 


others engaged in the cod fishery, remonstrating ' 


and second time and referred to the commiitee on 
finance. 

Mr. Merrick made an unsuccessful motion to have 
the bills for rechartering the District banks taken 
up. The following is the vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, 
Dixon, Graham, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Ina. 
Southard, Webster, White 18. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 

houn, Clay, of Alabama, Crittenden, Fulton, Hender- 
son, Hubbard, King, Lion, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicho- 
las, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Roane, Robinson, Smith, 
of Con. Sturgeon, ‘Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, 
Wright, Young—27. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the special order, being the bankrupt bill. The 
question being on Mr. Hubbard’s motion to recom. 

mit the bill to the committee on the judiciary, 
with instructions to incorporate init the following 
provision, Viz: 

First. Proper and suitable provisions to embrace 
all banks and all other trading incorporations in its 
prospective operation. 

Second. Proper and suitable provisions to give 
the creditors of every bankrupt an opportunity to 
choose the assignee of the estate, and only autho- 
rising the judge to appoint when the creditors omit 
to do so, 

Third. Proper and suitable provisions to secure 
to every bankrupt, when the commission of bank- 
ruptcy issues upon the application of creditors, a 
right to apply to the judge in concurrence witha 
majority in number and interest of his creditors, to 
supercede the commission, and to give authority to 
the judge to grant the application. 

Fourth. Proper and suitable provisions to autho- 
rise the judge, or court, in bankruptcy, in case any 
bankrupt shall, pending the proceedings, offer a 
composition to his creditors which shall be accept- 
ed by three-fourths in amount of them, to compel 
the acceptance of the composition by the remaining 
fourth in amount of the creditors, or rather to accept 
it for thern, and discharge him. 

Fifth. To strike out from the bill all provisions 
which secure preferences to any class of creditors 
in any one state, which are not equally preferred 
by the laws of ali the states, and all voluntary pre- 
ferences by the bankrupt in all cases. 

Sixth. Proper and suitable provisions to punish, 
as felony, any intentional concealment, or with- 
holding of any part of his assets from his assignees 
by any bankrupt, or the conniving at any fictitious 
claims against his estate. 

Aftera few remarks from Messrs. Hubbard, Crit- 
tenden and Wright, the question was then taken on 
the motion to recommit; which motion was lost as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Pierce, Roane, 


Robinson, Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tapp: 
Wall, Wright—16. F econ, ppan, 


NAYS—Messrs. Clay, of Ala. Clay, of Ky. Clayton, 
Crittenden, Dixon,Fulton,Graham, Henderson, Knight, 
Mangum, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Nicholson, 
Norvell, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Rue- 
gles, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge 
Walker, Webster, White, Williams, Young—30, ~ ’ 

Mr. Hubbard then moved to amend the bill by 
inserting the provisions above referred to, and de- 
sired to record his name singly on each of the pro- 
visions. 

On this question a long and animated debate en- 
sned, which lasted till 4 o’clock— Messrs. Clay, of 
Ala. Sevier, Wright, Calhoun, Hubbard and others 
participating. 

On motion of Mr. Tuppan, the senate adjourned. 

February 9. The vice president laid before the 
senate a communication from the president of the 
United States, containing a report of the comimmis- 
sioners for exploring the northeastern boundary, in 
addition to what had been before communicated. 

Also, from the treasury department, in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the senate, showing the 
quantity of public lands ceded to each of the states 
for certain specified purposes. 

Mr. Norvell, on leave, introduced a bill authoris- 
ing the states to tax any land within their jimits 
sold by the United States. Referred to the com- 
mittee on the public lands. 

The bill further supplementary to an act entitled 
‘‘an act to establish the judicial courts of the Unit- 
ed States’’ passed the 24th September 1789, was 
considered in committee of the whole and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the special order, being the bankrupt bill, when 
Mr. Henderson rose and delivered his views at 
length. ) 

Mr. Walker followed, and the debate was further 
continued between Messrs. Culhoun, Wa/ker and 





rising the issue of treasury notes was read a first 


| Clay, of Alabama, when Mr. Sevier said that the 
discussion of this bill Lad already taken up a great 
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deal of time, and, so far as he could see, without 
any prospect of bringing it to an end; he would 
therefore move to lay it on the table. 

Mr. Benton then moved that the senate adjourn; 
which motion was carried. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, Feb. 1. Mr. Hines Holt, of Georgia, 
elected in the place of judge Colquit resigned, ap- 
peared, was qualified and took his seat. 

The speaker presented the claim of Mr. Sherrod 
Williams, for short mileage charged by him during 
former sessions, and observed, that, as during a part 
of the time charged, the chair was occupied by 
another, he did not feel himself authorised to issue 
his warrant. | 

Mr. Wise moved thatit be referred to the speaker. 
It was, however, after debate laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, the house went into 
comunittee of the whole on the treasury note bill. 

Mr. Vanderpoel addressed the committee until 
past 4 o’clock, when Mr. Triplett obtained the floor, 
and the committee rose. 

Mr. Fillmore moved a resolution to take the trea- 
sury note bill out of cominittee, which was receiv- 
ed. . 

After attending to various private bills, the house 
adjourned. 

Tuesday, Feb. 2. Mr. Sergeant, of Penn. asked 
leave to present resolutions of the legislature of that 
state, instructing their senators, and requesting their 
representatives in congress to vote against all at- 


teinpts to deprive the people of their just portion of 


the public lands, and further to advocate the passage 
of a law to distribute the proceeds of the sales there- 
of among the several states and territories, which 
were laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. Lincoln moved aresolution, which was adopt- 
ed, arresting the further printing of the report of the 
commissioner of the land office, together with the 


uccompanying maps, as also the further coloring of 


the latter. 

Mr. Fillmore then modified his resolution, ex- 
tending the time of the consideration of the treasu- 
ry note bill in committee, till the 3d day of Februa- 
ry inst. at 3 o’clock P. M. which resolution, thus 
modified was assented to. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, the house went into 
committee of the whole, and took up the treasur 
note bill; on which Mr. Triplett was entitled to the 
floor. | 

Mr. T. gave way for a moment; and Mr. Curtis, 
of N. Y. gave notice of an amendment which he 
should move, when in order, which was read, and 
is as fullows: 

‘* And be it enacted, That whenever proof shall be 
exhibited to the satisfaction of the secretary of the 
treasury of the loss or destruction of any treasury 
note issued under the authority of any act of con- 
gress, it shall be lawful for the said secretary, upon 
receiving bond, with sufficient security to indem- 
vify the United States against any other claim on 
account of the treasury note alleged to be so lost or 
destroyed, to pay the amount due on such note to 
the person who had lost it, or in whose possession 
it had been destroyed.” 

Mr. Triplett spoke at length on the financial con- 
dition of the country, and in reply to previous ar- 
guments. The gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Vanderpoel), had said that the cry of a national 
debt, had been raised by the whig party, to justify 
a called cession of congress. Mr. T. denied that 
there was any whig member of this or the other 
house, who desired an extra cession, unless driven to 
it. A called session was a great evil; but there 
might be others still greater. It is now absolutely 
necessary for this government to restore our na- 
tional honor—to protect our national faith—by pay- 
ing our national debt. He asked gentlemen of the 
opposition to lend them their aid. He knew the 
honorable gentleman, the head of the committee of 
ways and means, was sincere in the expression of 
hope, that the whigs would not be pushed into the 
necessity of a called session of congress. He ask- 
ed his attention, and he would point out the way 
by which this necessity might be obviated; he 
would shew, conclusively, that, unless the gentle- 
inan and his party interpose in this house, the ne- 
cessity of a called session would be rendered. ine- 
vitable. What is the state of our treasury? That 
is the first matter that naturally attracts the atten- 
tion of a president, when he takes on him the ad- 
ministration of government. 

The secretary of the treasury had said, that on 
the Ist January, 1841, there would be a surplus of 
$1,580,000, in the treasury—it was a mere estimate. 
Let us ascertain whether it would turn out so. The 
Ist January had now past, and for what are we now 
in committee? Is it not to devise the ways and 
means of paying the demands on the treasury? He 
thew went into an examination of the present state 





of the treasury, and estimated that there would be 
a debt of eighteen ortwenty millions dollars, which 
the next administration will have to pay. 

He was a tariff man to some extent, but justice 
required that it should be levied for revenue, on 
those articles where it would be least felt. When 
he concluded, — . 

Mr. Coles, of Va. took the floor—Mr. C. very re- 
luctantly entered into this debate. He had hereto- 
fore been content with a silent vote. But we were 
now on the eve of a great change in the policy of 
the country—questions which have not been de- 
cided by the people, and of vital consequence to 
their interests, and those of his constituents. 

He then entered into an examination of the trade 
of the United States and France, in cotton, tobacco, 
&e. opposing the tax on wines and silks, and sup- 
porting the bill. : 

He was followed by Mr. Black, of Georgia—Mr. 
B. dwelt at length on the various topics connected 
with the bill, he opposed the taxing of wines and 
silks, and could not but look on it asa direct at- 
tack on France. He supported the bill. When he 
concluded, 

Mr. Weller gained the floor, but gave way toa 
motion that the committee rise, the vote on which 
being taken, there appeared no quorum, when the 
committee rose and reported that fact to the house. 

Mr. Alford moved that the house again resolve 
itself into committee of the whole on the state of 
the union. 

Pending which, a motion was made by Mr. Adams, 
that the house adjourn. The vote on which was 
taken by yeas and nays at the call of Mr. Leet, and 
the motion carried. Yeas 37, nays 26. And then 
the house adjourned. 


Wednesday. Feb.3. On motion of Mr. Cushing, 
the house proceeded to the consideration of the 1e- 
solution from the senate relative to counting the 
votes of president and vice president, which being 
adopted, Messrs. Cushing and Jones were appointed 
the committee on the part of the house. : 

Mr. Steenrod moved to reconsider the vote taken 
yesterday on the resolution offered by Mr. Fillmore, 
releasing the committee of the whole from the fur- 
oe consideration of the treasury note bill, after to- 
day. 


Mr, Wise hoped the vote would be reconsidered 


Y| with a view of allowing him an opportunity of of- 


fering the following amendment: 

Provided, that in case the treasury notes outstanding 
and unredeemed issued under former laws of congress, 
added to the amount of such notes issued under this 
act, and actually expended or issued to meet payments 
due and ey before the 4th day of March next, 
shall, on the 4th day of March next, exceed the sum of 
five millions of dollars, then the president of the United 
States shall be, and he is hereby authorised to issue, by 
virtue of the provisions of this act, such further amount 
of the said notes as will make the whole amount issued 
under this act, and applicable to payments falling due 
after the third day of March next, the full sum of five 
millions of dollars. 

Mr. Peck hoped that the vote would not be re- 
considered on the ground that the coming adminis- 
tration will not have authority to issue shinplasters. 
The day for them had gone by. He inquired if a 
majority could reconsider this vote. 

The speaker said they could. 

After some furtherconversation by Messrs. Lewis 
Williams, Dawson and Cave Johnson, the previous 
question was called by Mr. Watterson and sustained. 

The main question was then taken by yeas and 
nays at the call of Mr. Wise, and the motion carri- 
ed—yeas 96, nays 53. So the house reconsidered 
the vote. 

Mr. Wise then moved to amend the resolution of 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. Fillmore). pro- 
viding that after 3 o’clock, P. M. to-day, (3d Feb.) 
the debate on this bill shall cease, and the commit- 
tee shall proceed to vote on the various amendments 
submitted, and to de submitted, and report this bill, 
with the amendments agreed to by the committee, 
to the house. 

After some remarks by Messrs. Cushing, Wise, 
Briggs and Proffit, the previous question was called 
by Mr. Turney. 

Mr. Everett moved to lay the resolution on the 
table, and on that motion called the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Fillmore inquired whether it was in order 
for him to withdraw his resolution. 

The speaker said it was. 

Mr. Fillmore then withdrew the resolution. He 
was Satisfied it would cause much debate. 

Mr. Wise then said he would renew his amend- 
ment as an Original motion. 

The speaker said it would be necessary for its re- 
ception to suspend the rules. 

Mr. Morgan moved that the house now resolve 
itself into a committee of the whole. Which mo- 
tion was taken by yeas and nays at the call of Mr. 


Mr. Wise rose to a point of order. He aske, 
whether it was in order to withdraw this resolution 
which had yesterday been adopted, by a most deg’ 
sive vote—of two-thirds, and asked if that was {h. 
speaker’s decision. 

The speaker said it was, and it was now too late 
to raise the point of order—as the resolution hag 
been withdrawn, Mr. Wise then said, he felt cox. 
pelled to appeal from the speaker’s decision, 

The speaker said it was now too late to appeal, a; 
a motion had been carried to go into committee. 

Mr. Wise then gave notice of his appeal, when j 
should be in order. 

The house then resolved itself into a committe. 
af resumed the consideration of the treasury not, 

ill. 

Messrs. Weller, Brackenridge, Monroe and Alford 
respectively addressed the chair. When the latte; 
had concluded, 

Mr. Shepard obtained the floor, and moved that 
the committee rise, which was carried. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Briggs, ad. 
journed. 

Thursday, Feb. 4. Mr. Preston, of S. Carolina, 
on the part of the senate, and Mr. Cushing, ot Mass, 
and Mr. Jones, of Va. on the part of the house of 
representatives, have been appointed tellers to count 
and make lists of the votes of the electors of presi. 
dent and vice president of the United States, which 
are, under the direction of the constitution, to be 
opened and counted, in the house of representatives, 
on Weduesday next, the 10th of February, inst. 

The house, in further execution of the special or- 
der of the day, resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, and proceeded to 
the consideration of the bill to authorise the issue 
of five millions of dollars in treasury notes. Mr, 
Casey, of Illinois, was again called to preside over 
the deliberations of the committee. 

The debate was continued at length by Mr. C. 
Shepard, of N. C. and Mr. Garland, of Va. 

While the latter gentlemen was alluding to the 
incidental questions as to the tariff, which had been 
agitated during the debate, he yielded the floor, for 
purposes of explanation, to Mr. Barnard, who said, 
that he should desire to have an opportunity of say- 
ing a few words more before this discussion closed, 
chiefly by way of reaffirming the propositions he 
had introduced, and of going into some further ex- 
planations. 

I will now only say (continued Mr. B.) that if I 
am referred to as having introduced any proposition 
for a protective tariff, it is an entire mistake. I say 
it isan entire mistake. 

In the first place, no proposition in relation to a 
tariff is regularly before the committee. My pro- 
position was to strike out the enacting clause; and 
then I did give notice that, if that motion prevailed, 
I should, when we came into the house, move the 
house that it send the subject of supplying the 
wants of the treasury back to the committee of 
ways and means, with instructions to report two 
bills; that the object of one of the bills should be to 
borrow ten millions of dollars, upon bond or scrip; 
and that the object of the other should be to supply 
to the revenue a deficit which was certain to take 
place in the year 1842. And the proposition was 
that it should be supplied by levying duties on arti- 
cles now coming into the country free or nearly 
free. I named several of the articles; I said wines, 
silks, spices, and other articles being luxuries; and 
I proposed that the committee of ways and means, 
to that extent, should be instructed; and I expressly 
say in the same instructions, that they are to keep 
themselves within the terms and policy of the com- 
promise act. There is no proposition here for a 
protective tariff—nothing of the sort. It is true 
that, when I came at last to wind up my remarks, 
and to refer to what I, as an humble individual, 
hoped would be the policy of the coming adminis- 
tration, I expressed the hope that a tariff for reve- 
nue (within the enmpromise act) might be so ar- 
ranged by compromise, as that it might continue to 
afford protection against the aggression of foreign 
legislatures. But there was not a single remark 
made by me in my speech the other day, which 
could, by possibility, lead to the supposition, that I 
was in favor of a protective tariff; and if any one so 
supposes, (indeed I have been charged often, in the 
course of the debate, with making a proposition not 
only for a tariff, but a high protective tariff), I say 
such are not my sentiments, nor have I made suc!) 
a proposition. What I wish especially now to say 
is, that there is no proposition before the committee 
emanating from me, or to be made by me, for any 
other tariff than simply a tariff for revenue, and 
without any regard whatever to a tariff for protec- 
tion. 

Mr. Garland having concladed, Mr. Adams ob- 
tained the floor,and addressed the committee at great 








Steenrod, and carried, yeas 92, nays 81. 
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Mr. Wise rose in explanation several times, and, 
at the close of Mr. A’s remarks, made a brief rejoin- 
der to certain Pacers of them which reflected per- 
nse. 
sonal Slama then gave the floor to Mr. W. Cost 
Johnsen, who yielded for a motion that the commit- 
tee rise. Which prevailing, the committee rose, 
reported progress, and obtained leave to sit again. 
‘And then the house adjourned. 


Friday, Feb.5. Mr. Lincoln rose and said that 
he was extremely anxious to bring this long and 
rotracted debate to a close, and that he would 
make one more effort to doso. He had prepared a 
resolution embodying that offered on a former day 

a gentleman from New York, (Mr. Fillmore), 
with that subsequently offered by a gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Wise), and he now asked leave to 
offer it. He sent it to the clerk’s table, where it 
was read as follows: = * : 

Whereas the bill of this house, No. 598, to authorise 
the issuing of treasury notes, was taken up in commit- 
tce of the whole house on the state of the union on the 
15th day of January last, and has been under discus- 
sion to this time. And whereas much of the indispen- 
sable public business 1s yet to be acted on: Therefore 

Resolved, That at five o’clock to-day the debate on 
this bill shall cease, and the committee shall proceed 
to vote on the various amendments submitted and to be 
submitted, and then report the bill, with the amend- 
ments agreed to by the committee, to the house. 

Mr. Rayner objected, and said that when an at- 
tempt was made at the last session toadopt a simi- 
lar proceeding on a bill of the same character, the 
whigs unanimously Opposed it as a violation of 
their rights. He could not understand why they 
were now of a different way of thinking. 

Mr. Briggs wished that the time could be extend- 
ed to 7 o’clock. 

The speaker said that it would be necessary to 
suspend the rules, and that, if the resolution was 
received under a suspension, it would then be open 
to modifieation or amendment. 

Mr. Lincoln moved to suspend the rules and cailed 
for the yeas and nays on the motion; they were ta- 
ken, and there appeared for suspending 113, against 
it 26. 

" Two-thirds voting in the affirmative, the rules 
were suspended, and the resolution was received. 

Mr. Lincoln then, at the request of several mem- 
bers, modified it by substituting seven o’clock for five 
o’clock, and moved the previous question, which was 
ordered. 

And the question was put to agree to the resolu. 
tion, and passed in the affirraative. 


Mr. Jones, of Virginia, moved that the house go 
into committee of the whole on the treasury nole bill, 
when adesultory debate took place,in which Messrs. 
W. C. Johnson, Hunt, Alford, Cushing and Barnard 
participated. Most of whom advancing the opinion 
that it was not their intention to advocate a high 
tariff. 

Mr. Rayner then obtained the floor and addressed 
the committee at great length. 

He was followed by Messrs. Reynolds, Steenrod, 
Mallory, Underwood and Albert Smith, who conti- 
ed the discussion until 7 o’clock, P. M. when the 
bill was brought out of committee under the order 
of this morning, with the amendment heretofore 
proposed by Mr. Wise, to authorise the incom- 
ing administration to issue five millions of dollars 
between the 3d of March and the close of the year, 
notwithstanding the amount that may have been 
previously issued by the present administration. 

This amendment was concurred in by the house, 
ayes 111, noes 79. P : 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, ayes 
126, noes 69. ; 

And being engrossed was read a third time and 
passed without a division. R 

At8 o'clock, P. M. the house adjourned. 

Saturday, Feb. 6. Mr. Rayner, by leave, pre- 
sented the resolutions of the legislature of North 
Carolina in favor of the distribution of the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands among the states; 
also for the re-opening of Roanoke inlet; which re- 
solutions were ordered lay on the table and be 
printed. 


_ On motion of Mr. Russell, leave was granted to 
introduce the following resolution, which was as- 
sented to by the following vote; ayes 122 nays 52. 
Resolved, That the executiun of the order of this 
10use, made on the 8th day of January last, ordering 
the bill to provide for the purchase of Raub’s self-act- 
ing safety valve; the bill to authorise the appointment 
of persons tu construct apparatus with a view to ex- 
tinguish fires on board steam ships, and to test its 
utility; and the bill to amend an act to provide for the 
Security of the lives of passengers on board steamboats 
and vessels, approved 5 uly 7, 1838, to be made the spe- 
cial order for tip 25th day of January (then) instant, 
and then to take precedence of all other business until 


they are disposed of, be postponed to Monday next, 





rand that after the morning hour the house will, this 


day, proceed to the consideration of private bills, to the 
passage of which no objection shall be made. 

Mr. Andrews made an inefieciual effort to intro- 
duce 4 resolution to pay such members of the house 
as were unable to reach the seat of government on 
the first week of the session, on account of the 
great storm which raged at that time. 

Mr. Clark, of New York, asked. for a suspension 
of the rules to enable him to present a number of 
petitions which had been a long time delayed.— 
The house refused to grant the leave. 

On the 16th January, the committee on public 
lands reported a bill to amend an act to authorise 
the state of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect 
titles and settle claims to vacant.and unappropriat- 
ed lands within that state, passed 18th April 1806, 
which was then twice read, anda motion was made 
that it be committed to the committee of the whole 
on the state of the union; and this motion was pend- 
ing at the expiration of the hour allotted for reports 
on that day. 

Mr. Crockett declined to make the speech which 
he contemplated to have done, as he was sure every 
member understood the subject, and time was pre- 
cious. He then moved the previous question; 
which was ordered and put, viz: shall the main 
question be now put? and passed in the affirmative. 

The speaker then decided that the main question 
was, shall the bill be engrossed and read the third 
time? 

Mr. Monigomery appealed from this decision on 
the ground that the main question was that the bill 
be committed to the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union. 

The reading of the bill was called for, and it was 
read throughout. 

The question on the appeal was put, and the 
speaker was sustained without a division. 

Mr. Lincoln, of Massachusetts, a member of the 
committee on public lands, spoke at some length on 
the bill; and before he had concluded, the hour al- 
lotted for morning business expired, and the speaker 
proceeded to clear his table. 

Various bills were received from the senate. 

Mr. Underwood obtained leave to lay on the table 
a preamble and resolution from the legislature of 
Kentucky in favor of the establishment of a United 
States bank, and for the distribution of the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands among the several 
states; which were laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. John Campbell presented the report of a com- 
mittee, with resolutions of the general assembly of 
the state of South Carolina, against a national bank: 
against a revision of the tariff for protection; ap- 
proving the principles and policy of Mr. Van Bu- 
ren’s administration; approving the conduct of Mr. 
Calhoun, one of the senators of that state in con- 
gress; and that the state is resolved to repel every 
aggression upon her rights as a sovereign republic 
the instant that aggression is attempted. Laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Numerous private bills having been acted upon, 
and disposed of, the house adjourned. 


. Monday, Feb.8. By the rules of the house the 
first business in order to-day was the presentation 
of petitions. This was announced by the speaker, 
when 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, moved that the rules be 
suspended for the purpose of proceeding to the 
consideration of the bill making appropriations for 
the payment of pensions. Mr. Jones stated briefly 
the necessity which existed for the speedy passage 
of the bill. 

Mr. Thompson, of South Carolina, said he had 
received a letter from the secretary of war, ad- 
dressed to him as chairman of the committee on 
military affairs, in relation to a pacification about 
to be made or already made with the Seminole In- 
dians, and he asked Mr. Jones to allow him to have 
the communication read, when he would submit a 
proposition in relation to the subject. 

Mr. Adams objected to any thing which should 
interpose to prevent the presentation of petitions. 

Mr. Jones declined to waive his motion, but, by 


consent, the communication from the secretary of 


war was read, as also was the letter of general 
Armistead, which accompanied it. They are as 
follows: 
‘War denartment, Feb. 6, 1841. 

“Sir: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, 
for the consideration of the committee on military 
affairs, a copy of a communication to the adjutant 
general from general Armistead, commanding the 
army in Florida, asking a remittance of $100,000 
to enable him to comply with his promises to the 
hostile Indians in Florida, in the event of their sur- 
rendering themselves for emigration. In the pre- 
sent temper of the Indians, and from the fact that 


|a uumber have already come in at the various posts 


” 


and surrendered their arms, there is reason to hope 
that general Armistead’s promises will indace them 
to come in and give themgeives up for removal to 
the west. The course adopted by the general has, 
heretofore, met the approbation of the department, 
both as a measure of economy and humanity, as 
the inducement held out by him is calculated to 
end this pata contest at much less expense of 
blood and treasure than to continue the war another 
mouth. 

‘The department has, however, no means under 
ils control applicable to the object, and respectfully 
recommends that an appropriation of the amount 
named by general Armistead ($100,000) be asked 
of congress for the purpose. Very respectfully, 
“J. R. POINSETT. 
‘‘Hon. Waddy Thompson, chairman com. on milita- 

ry affairs, house reps.”’ 

‘“‘Head quarters army of Florida, 

Tampa, Jan. 16, 1841. 

“Sir: [ have the honor to report that I have 
just arrived from Pease creek and Punta Russa. I 
visited those points for the purpose of meeting a 
party of the Seminoles, and inducing them to come 
in. 
“I did not succeed in obtaining an interview 
with their chiefs, but several of their people came 
to see me, accompanied by two of the delegation 
from Arkansas. They united in saying that they 
would return in eight days with a part, if not the 
whole of their people, and embark on board the 
steamboat which I shall despatch to meet them. 

“IT have promised the two chiefs each five thou- 
sand dollars, and agreed to pay every warrior who 
comes in thirty dollars, and give him a rifle, blan- 
ket and clothing. To fulfil this and other promises, 
which [ have made to the Indians, 1 trust there 
will be no delay in forwarding to me or captain 
Page the necessary sum of money, or in orderin 
captain Armstrong to report to me with the funds 
committed to him for the purpose of facilitating 
the emigration. 

“Thirty or forty Indians are expected here in a 
few days from the head of the Withiacoochee. 
They desired an escort to protect them from the 
Mickasukies; which was accordingly furnished. 

**A considerable number of the Tallahassees are 
now in at various points. I shall concentrate them 
here as soon as practicable. I respectfully enclose 
herewith a report from lieut. col. Loomis, com- 
manding at Fort Clinch, where Echo-emathla, 
chief of the Tallahassees, has doubtless arrived ere 
this. I am, &c. W. K. ARMISTEAD. 

“Brigadier general commanding in Florida. 
“Hon. J. R. Poinselt, secretary of war. 
“P.S. One hundred thousand dollars will proba- 


bly be required forthe objects mentioned in this 
etter.” 


After these letters had been read— 

Mr. Thompson, of South Carolina, asked leave 
to introduce a bill making the appropriation called 
tor. 

Mr. Jones said the appropriation could be mov- 

ed as an amendment to the bill making aprropria- 
tions for pensions, which he had proposed to take 
up. 
The house then went into committee of the 
whole, and proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the revolutionary and 
other pensioners of the United States, Mr. Clifford 
in the chair. 

The bill being reat, Mr. Thompson, of S. C. chair- 
man of the committee on military affairs, moved the 
following amendment: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That $100,000 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of the secretary of war, 
for the benefit of such of the Seminole chiefs and 
warriors as may surrender for emigration. 

Mr. Petrikin inquired if the amendment was in 
order under the rule which provides that no pro- 
position on a subject different from that under con- 
en shall be admitted under color of amend- 
inent. 

The chairman, (Mr. Clifford) decided that the 
amendment was in order under the 7th rule, which 
Fr relates to amendments to appropriation 

ills. 

Mr. W. Thompson, said that it could not be ne- 
cessary for him to say much in favor of the expedi- 
ency of adopting this amendment, because the facts 
contained in the communication: which bad been 
transmitted by the secretary of war would be suf- 
ficient on that point. That we would ultimately 
have to resort to negotiation, he, (Mr. T.) did not 
entertain a doubt. He believed that the adoption 
of the proposition was due not only to the people 
of Florida, but that it was required by the interests 
of the entire union. | 


Mr. T. alluded generally to the course of Eng- 





laud, and adverted to the dangers which, he said, 
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threatened us abroad, with reference to that nation; 
as to which nation, he thought the difficulty of an 
amicable adjustment of pending controversies al- 
mostinsuperable. Vain, indeed, he might say silly, 
would it be to suppose that England, after having 
avowed the act of McLeod as having been com- 
mitted under her authority, would quietly stand by 
and see him condemned and executed under our 
laws, if a conviction should take place. He alluded 
to the rallying point which the West Indies pre- 
sented to the power of England—to her black re- 
giments there—to the protection afforded during the 
greater part of the year by the salubrity of the cli- 
mate, &c. 

He expressed, in conclusion, an anxious desire 
that the Florida war should be brought to a close 
during the present session; and he should, in leav- 
ing congress, feel most happy if he should have 
been in any way instrumental in accomplishing 
that desirable end. 

Mr. Adams said he was not yet satisfied that the 
amendment of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Thompson), was in order. 

And some further conversation ensued on that 
point, which however resulted in no action; after 
which—Mr. Proffit said that, if he understood the 
proposition of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Thompson), it contemplated the appropriation 
of one hundred thousand dollars to perfect arrange- 
ments with the Seminole Indians, and it came di- 
rectly from the secretary of war. It was enough 
for him, (Mr. P.) to know that the administration 
now in charge of the affairs of the government be- 
lieved the appropriation to be necessary, and he 
would vgte for it; and if a million dollars, instead of 
$100,000, were necessary, he would vote for that 
also. 

A wrong construction had been put on certain 
remarks made by him at the Jast session of con- 
gress. He had never objected to the appropriation 
of fifty millions of dollars, if necessary, but it was 
to the manner of the expenditure that his objection 
had been made. 

One remark he would make in regard to the tone 
of the debates in this house during the present ses- 
sion of congress. Scarcely ever was an appropria- 
tion asked for the Florida war, (or other matters 
connected with our policy towards Indians or fo- 
reign nations), but the government of Great Britain 
must be lugged in. Now, he would ask, was it 
hecoming the character of American statesmen to 
stand on this floor, seizing every opportunity to 
speak of the overgrowing power of Great Britain— 
of her rapacity—of her determination to extend her 
conquests? ‘The only difference between Great 
Britain and the United States was this, that Great 
Britain acted whilst we talked. But Great Britain 
was not the only government that hac manitested 
rapacious tendencies. Mr. P. here alluded to the 
inroads made by France upon certain parts of South 
America and upon the continent of Africa. Yet, 
Mr. P. said, gentlemen had not a word to say about 
France; yet Great Britain, because she asserted and 
vindicated the rights of her citizens whenever they 
were injured or oppressed, was made the constant 
object of observation here. If gentlemen were for 
war, why did they not propose it? Why did they 
talk so much about it? Why should all the govern- 
ments of the earth be led to believe, by the debates 
here, that there was a hostile feeling pervading this 
land, when there was not? 

After a prolonged debate, without coming to any 
conclusion, on motion of Mr. Nisbet, the committee 
rose. 

Mr. Eastman, some days ago, gave notice of a 
motion for leave to introduce a bill to extend for 
five years the act approved July 16, 1833, granting 
half pay and pensions to certain widows. As soon 
as the house came out of cuinmittee of the whole, 
he asked leave to introduce the bill, which was 
granted. . ; i 

The bill was then introduced, and received its 
first and second reading, aud was referred to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, from the committee of 
ways and means, by leave, reported a bill making 
appropriations for fortifications for the year 1841; 
which was twice read and committed to the com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union. 


Mr. Jos. Williams, of Tennessee, moved the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read and adopted: 
Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary in- 
uire into the expediency of so changing and adjusting 
the circuits of the U.S. courts as to distribute an 
equalize, as far as practicable, the labor of the judges. 
Mr. Underwood asked leave to report senate bill 
for the removal of the raft in Red river, referred to 
the committee on roads and canals some weeks 
since. Leave was refused. 
Mr. Grinnell asked leave to present a petition 
against the passage of the bills before the house re- 


lating to the explosions of steamboats. It was ob- 
jected to. . 
_ And the house adjourned until to-morrow. 

Tuesday, Feb.9. This day being set apart as a 
special order for the bills reported by Mr. Under- 
wood, frown a select committee in relation to steam- 
boat explosions— 

Mr. Jones moved that the special order be post- 
poned until Thursday next, and thatthe house pro- 
ceed with the consideration of the bill before the 
house yesterday, making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of pensions for the year 1841. 

Upon inquiry made of the chair, it was answered 
that a majority could postpone the order, but that it 
would then lose its speciality. The speaker sug- 
gested that the postponement might be made by 
common consent, in which case it would remain a 
special order. The chair then inquired if there was 
any objection. 

Mr. Cushing objected; and then Mr. Jones moved 
that the special order be -postponed until Thursday 
next, and the motion was carried by two thirds; so 
that it remains a special order for that day. 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved that hereafter the dail 
hour for the meeting of the house be eleven o’cloc 
in the forenoon, until otherwise ordered. 

There was objection to the introduction of this 
motion, on which the rules were suspended, and the 
motion was received and adopted. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Jones, of Vir- 
ginia, resolved itself into cowmittee of the whole on 
the state of the union, and resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of pensions for the year 1841. 

The question recurred on the amendment, moved 
yesterday by Mr. Thompson, of South Carolina, 
chairman of the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. M. A. Cooper resumed his remarks from yes- 
terday, in reply to portions of the argument of Mr. 
Giddings having reference to the causes of the Flo- 
rida war. Some further explanations took place 
between Messrs. Cooper and Evans in relation to 


Georgia and Maine. 

Mr. Cooper, in the course of his remarks, was 
called to order by Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, for 
irrelevancy; and at a subsequent period, when re- 
plying to the remarks of Mr. Giddings as to negro- 
stealing, and whilst meeting those remarks with al- 
lusions to a certain case of negro-stealing in Ohio, 
was pronounced to be out of order by the chairman, 

Mr. Black, insisting that his colleague (Mr. 
Cooper) was merely replying to arguments which 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Giddings) had been 
suffered to make, appealed from the decision of the 
chair. 

Some conversation ensued on the point of order, 
in which Messrs. Black, Alford, Adams and Wise, 
participated; after which the question was put ‘shall 


the cominittee?”? and was decided in the negative: 
ayes 56, noes 82. Sothe decision of the chair was 
reversed, 

Mr. Thompson, of South Carolina, would appeal 
to the honorable member from Georgia to say whe- 
ther it was prudent or proper in this discussion ofa 
topic (however improperly dragged into this de- 
bate) upon which every southern inan should only 
feel as a southern man, to be provoking this family 
quarrel between southern whigs and southern de- 
mocrats; and whether it is just to regard the very 
obscurest of the obscure members of the whig party 
as an exponent of the feelings and opinions of that 
party on this subject. Wouldit not be better, more 
fair, and more just to wait one short month and hear 
the distinguished head of that party speak for him- 
self? Mr. T. would pledge bimself that gen. Har- 
rison will so speak and act upon the subject of abo- 
lition as to satisfy even the member from Georgia, 
and to seal forever his lips except in praise. 

Mr. Cooper proceeded in his rematks, (interrupt- 
ed by explanations from Messrs. Nisbet and Gid- 
dings), and concluded at ten minutes past 20’clock. 

Mr. Black then obtained the floor, and expressed 
himself decidedly opposed to the amendment of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Thompson), 
as being irrelevant to the bill before the committee, 
and as being improper at this time. And, he said, 
he would have contented himself with simply giv- 
ing his vote against the ainendment, had it not been 
that for three long hours yesterday the gentleman, 
from Ohio, (Mr. Giddings), had been permitted to 
abuse, vilify and misrepresent him and his constitu- 
ents. 

Mr. B. then alluded to the efforts which had been 
made by himself and his colleagues yesterday to 
arrest the gentleman from Ohio in his course of re- 
mark, which, however, had been unsuccessful. The 
consequences of suffering the gentleman to go on 
could not but be foreseen by every member of the 








house. He would say that it was not bis intention 


the pending controversy between the states of 


the decision of the chair stand as the judgment of 


to argue the abstract question of slavery on {); 

floor; he had been instructed by his constituents ;, 
hold no argument with abolitionists here. \, B 
then intimated thatif the gentleman from Ohio Would 
come amongst his (Mr. B’s) constituents and pro 

mulgate his doctrines there, he would find that Lynch 
law would be inflicted, and that the gentleman would 
reach an elevation which he little dreamed of. Let 
the gentleman put that down in his book; let hj;, 
carry it back home, and tell it to his indignation 
meetings. 

Mr. Giddings rose to a point of order, which ph, 
was about to reduce to writing; when Mr. [iz, 
said: Let us get through this discussion as sooy, ag 
possible—let us go on without interruption. 

Mr. Black then proceeded in his remarks. Oneo 
only he was notified by the chairman, during th, 
reading of a certain piret sent to the clerk’s tabje 
that the chairman did not consider the course of ;¢. 
mark in order; but that, under the decision of the 
committee, made this morning, the chair did jot 
feel at liberty to call the gentleman to order. M;. 
B. then proceeded, and was discussing questions 
connected with the policy of the non-slaveholdine 
states on the subject of slavery, &c. when Mr. Wisp 
made an appeal, as a southern man, to Mr. Blick 
not to discuss the matter further. 

Mr. Bynum hoped the gentleman from Georgia 
would proceed, and that the subject would be dis. 
cussed at length, if possible. The south was suf. 
fering more for this now than for any thing else. 
and if the gentleman from Georgia did not proceed, 
he (Mr. Bynum) should claiin the right todo so. |; 
was time we should come toa settlement of accounts 
in these matters. 

Mr. Black again proceeded. 

Several points of order were raised, which elicited 
some desultory discussion, and in which Messrs, 
Warren, Rayner, Bynum, Morgan and Curtis par. 
ticipated; but no action was taken upon them. 

And Mr. Black again proceeded, (interrupted for 
purposes of explanation by Messrs. Wise, Alber! 
Smith and Rives). 

After which, Mr. Wise rose and called the genile. 
man to order, on the ground that his remarks were 
out of order, even under the decision made by the 
committee this morning. 

The chair decided that the gentleman was in or. 
der. 

Mr. Wise appealed. 

And the question being put, the decision of tlie 
chair was reversed and Mr. Black was declared to 
be ont of order. 

Subsequently, on motion of Mr. 4. Smith, (objec- 
tion having been made to Mr. Black’s proceedings), 
leave was granted that he (Mr. B.) should proceed 
in order. 

And Mr. B proceeded. 

Some further interruption took place; after which 
Mr. Blick read, for the especial benefit of Mr. Git. 
dings, the second, third, fourth and fifth verses of the 
gospel of the holy St. Matthew. Mr. B. then pro- 
ceeded fo read from the Emancipator newspaper. 

Mr. Wise rose to a point of order. 

The chairman decided that Mr. Black was out of 
order. 

Mr. Andrews objected to the gentleman’s pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr. 4. Smith moved that the gentleman have leave 
to proceed. 

Which motion prevailing, Mr. Black proceeded a 
few moments, when he closed his remarks. 

The chairman then gave the floor to Mr. Down- 
ing, of Florida, who, after depreciating the extraor- 
dinary character of the discussion which had taken 
place upon a measure the sole object of which was 
to give peace to Florida, proceeded to reply to that 
portion of the argument of Mr. Giddings which 
contained certain charges against the Floridians 10 
relation to the causes of this war, and to vindicate 
his (Mr. D’s) constituents therefrom. This he did 
at great length—entering minutely into details—and 
contending that the documents which had been read 
by the gentleman from Ohio came some of the 
from Indians, some of them from slaves, and all oi 
them from partial and prejudiced sources, And lie 
denied that the sentiments of the gentleman from 
Ohio on a certain subject were the sentiinents of 
the great whig party—or of that party in the stale 
of Ohio. He regretted that the genileman could 
not have permitted this subject to pass at this time— 
believing, as he did, that if the genius of Hower 
could sleep sometimes, the genius of fanaticisi0 
should sometimes also be permitted to slumber. 

Mr. D. believed that this was a glorious momen! 
to terminate the war—he believed it might be ter- 
minated, if the money was voted promptly now; but 
let the chance pass, it would never return. 

Mr. D. having concluded about 5 o’clock P.M. 
the committee rose, and on motion the house 2¢- 








journed, 
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CHRONICLE. 

Barep. It is stated in a Pittsburg paper of last Sa- 
turday, that Dr. Braddee, the principal person con- 
cerned in the extensive mail robberies, has been dis- 
charged on bail by judge Irvine. ‘The bail given was 
to the amount of $120,000, Braddee himself becoming 
bound in $60,000, and twenty-two of his neighbors 
from Uniontown in a like sum. 


Banrs. The cranes attem 
payments, in ience to the law, has resulted in pros- 
trating the banks of Pennsylvania. On the 4th inst. 
the Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania, for 
reasons which are assigned in their publication of that 
date, (see suspension of specie payments under na- 
tional affairs, page 372), were under the necessity of 


again Suspending specie payments.. 

“The pores of the other banks of that city held a 
meeting on the same day, and resolved to continue 
payments—but the run upon them all during the suc- 

ing day was so pressing, that they found it neces- 
sary to restrict their specie payments to their five, and 
in some cases ten dollar bills, and to decline cashing 
checks. Bank notes are at 5 per cent. discount. 

On ascertaining this state of affairs, the banks in 
New Jersey _and_ Delaware, agp a suspended 

ayments. On Monday the 8th, the banks in Mary- 
and having only resumed payments the Monday pre 
vious, againsuspended. __ 

The banksin Philadelphia receive the notes of each 
other, excepting those of the United States bank—and 
that bank declines to receive the notes of any bank 
that refuses her notes. 

A deputation from the banks of Philadelphia has 
gone on te Harrisburg to apprize the authorities there, 
of the state of affairs. 


Tue FRANLLIN BANK aT BattimoreE. According 
to previous notice, the stockholders of this institution, 
met in general meeting, to take into consideration the 
state of its affairs. Dr. McCulloch was called to the 
chair, and William Bose, esq. appointed secretary. 
The meeting being thus organized, James Howard, 
esq. president of the bank, rose and addressed the 
meeting, in the course of which he commented with 
some severity upon the conduct of the late cashier, 
James L. Hawkins. Ue concluded by reading a re- 
portof a committee of three directors, recently made 
to the president and directors of the bank. ‘This com- 
mittee consisted of Thomas Sewell, James L. Ridgely 
and James Howard, who went on to state that they had 
examined the affairs of the bank, and reported the as- 
seis to be $745,549; the liabilities, $418,975—showing 
a surplus of $326,674 to pay to the stockholders. This, 
the committee contend, proves the value of the stock to be 
$13} per share. ‘They further say; that the total value 
of unclaimed dividends, interest and unclaimed depo- 
sites now in the bank, together with the probable loss 
of circulation amount, to $73,942; of which they pre- 
sume $35,000, at least, will enter into the further active 
assets of the bank—increasing the surplus to divide 
amongst the stockholders to $361,574; showing a loss 
on the stock of $241,495 82—in other words, making 
the stock worth $15 per share. (Sun. 


Trape or Battimore. Lyford’s Commercial Jour- 
nal of Saturday, contains some interesting statistics of 
the trade and businessof Baltimore. In the table 
showing the tobacco trade of Maryland, we find that 
377,727 hhds. of wobacco of. the growth of this state, 
have been inspected in Baltimore from the year 1825 
to 1840, inclusive; these tobaccos have been sold by 
the planters at various prices, according to the quality 
of the article, rags rom fifty to one ay peed oe 
lars per hhd.; forming a total aggregate, within the 
saci of fifteen years, of from 18 to 37,000,000 dol- 
ars! or averaging from between one and two, to over 
two millions of dollars a year! 

Itis remarked, in reference to the exports of tobac- 
co from the United States to Europe, that the number 
ot hhds. in 1840, exceeded the number exported in 
1839, by nearly 40,000; and as large as the stocks on 
hand appear at tke close, yet the average in Europe 
was less, by upwards of 13,000 hhds. than for ten pre- 
ceding years. ‘The total exports of tobacco for the 
quarter ending on_ the 3ist of December, was 13,055 
hhds. valued at $682,020. The exports #f flour, for 
the same time, was 90,575 bbls. valued at $461,319. 
The export of wheat 33,134 bushels, valued at $41,121. 
The value of the export of provisions, including pork, 
lard, bacon, butter, cheese, fish, corn meal, &c. &c. 
$1, 497,760. 


Braz. teas. A number of planters of Brazil, 
have commenced the cultivation of tea—the quality, 
so far as forwarded to London, is said to be equal to 
the best China teas—the latter being cheaper than the 
former, as at present manufactured. 


Comptmment. The members of the U. S. mery 
club, of N. York, have elected lieut. Fayrer, R. 
ex-captain of the steamer President, an honorary mem- 
ber, a distinction that has never before been conferred 
on a foreigner, and but rarely on gentlemen of the 
highest standing in the United States. 


THE CONVENT CASE. ‘Lhe committee of the Massa- 
chusetts legislature, appointed to consider on the repcrt 
of J. G. Whittier and others, in relation to the burning 
of the Ursuline convent, reported that it was inexpedi- 
ent to legislate thereon. ‘They also presented the re- 
port of the minority of the committee, terminating with 
resolves in favor of renianerating the proprietors of 
the convent fur its destruction in August, 1834, 
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Corton, at the last dates from Europe, fully main- 
tained the previous prices. In consequence of the late 
advices prices at Mobile. New Orleans, &c. had ad- 
vanced § cent per pound; fair is quoted at 10}, and 93 
at Columbus. 


Deatus—during the last week in Baitimore 52, of 
which 19 were under 1 year old, 15 were free colored 
and 3 slaves. 


Emicrants. Since the 15th of March, upwards of 
56,000 foreign passengers have arrived at the port of 
New York—among whom were no less than 125 
cases of small pox, and 144 of ship fever. 


Excuance. New York, February 8th, bills on Lon- 
don 83; on France 5f. 271; on Boston par; on Philadel- 


phia 4a5; Baltimore 2a2!; Richmond 43a5; Raleigh 23;' 


Charleston 3; Augusta 7; Columbia 6!; Savannah 4a4}; 
Mobile 7a8; New Orleans 44a5; St. Louis 64; Louis- 
ville 6; Cincinnati 5}; Nashville 8. 


Tse GienwortH case. On Tuesday in the court 
of sessions, Mr. O’Connor, counsel for James B. Glen- 
worth, came into court with copies of the seven indict- 
menis against his client, and gave notice of a motion 
to demur to the indictments; for the reason, as he stated, 
that there was nothing in them indictable by the laws 
of this state. No definite day was fixed by the court 
for the argument of the demurer, but the district attor- 
ney, it was understood was to give notice of the day to 
Mr. O’Connor. [N. Y. Star. 


IMPORTANT INVENTION. Mr. Hullmandel, who has 
already done much to improve lithography, has invent- 
ed anew mode of producing pictorial effects on litho- 
graphic stone, by tints, washed with a brush, which 
yield impressions so perfectly resembling the original 
sketch that the difference is not discernible. 


IRON WAR STEAMERS. ‘Two iron steamers were built 
early in the present year, by Mr. Jolin Laird, of North 
Birkenhead. They were named the Nemesis and the 
Phlegethon. They were completely equipped for the 
purpose of war, each carried two 32 pounders on swi- 
vels. Every person who saw the vessels and their 
equipment supposed they were destined for the Indian 
seas, no body suspected, however, except the parties 
in the secret, that they were built for the government, 
and expressly for the purpose of forining part of the 
Chinese expedition, their light draught of water admi- 
rably adapting them for ascending rivers. The fact of 
both belonging to the government was made generally 
known by the overland mail. The Nemesis had reach- 
ed the Indian seas, and the Phlegethon was expected to 
arrive there in a few weeks. Long before now they 
have joined the Chinese expedition, to which they 
would be a great acquisitiun of strength.. 

[English paper. 


Tue Lockport DISTURBANCE. The Rochester N. Y. 
Democrat of Saturday, contains the annexed letter, 
which, we are sorry to say, confirms the report of a 

vpular out-brake at T aahcgt on the occasion of 
1icLeod’s being admitted to bail. The letter itself 
sinacks strongly of the spirit of riot and mob violence. 
From the Rochester Democrat. 

McLeod bailed—pupular commotion at 9, a 
entleman of this city has just received the following 
etter from his friend, a respectable gentleman of Lock- 

he which he has obligingly permitted us to copy.— 

V hat the results may be, can only be conjectured. 

Lockport, Thursday, 12 o’clock night. 

I have just returned from the court house and jail, 
where there are, or were a short time since, assembled 
250 or 300 citizens, who say McLeod shall not be libe- 
rated, although judge Bowen admitted him to bail this 
afternoon, and capt. Wm. Buel has became bail. 

The judge gave the order to his (McLeod’s) attor- 
ney about 7 this evening, and in 40 minutes 200 men 
were in and about the court house and jail. 

A meeting was organized in the court room, while 
40 or 50 guarded the door below, sorne with muskets; 
while the drums and bugles out side must have made 
McLeod feel gigomy. He was not alluwed to see the 
sheriff or any one else. 

A committee was appointed to see judge Bowen and 
ask him to surrender him, or rather withdraw his name 
from the bond. The committee had not returned 
when I left. I fear it will be much against him if he 
does not do so. 

A messenger has gone tu Buffalo, that the owner of 
the Caroline may be here to presecute for private da- 
mages, &c. &c. should the authorities insist on his li- 
beration. The excitement is very great. Brotherton 
signed the bail bond with Buel. 

Most of our best citizens are indignant at judge 
Bowen for admitting him to bail, and also at the bail. 
It they let him go, I r “*take the men I left at the court 
house. 

Half past 12.—I am going to the jail again. 

Two o’clock—morning.—I found judge Bowen ad- 
dressing the meeting, and attempting to “exonerate 
himself. Buel did not arrive, but I understand he will 
surrender him in the morning, to which time the meet- 
ing adjourned, although many will remain at the jail 
ull morning. 

The cannon was brought in the front of the court 
house about 12 o’clock, and commenced firing, and 
made the glass fly in the court house, to the amuse- 
ment of the patriots, 1 will assure you. What must 
have been McLeod’s feelings, not knowing what was 
going on during the seven hours the court house was 
full? I mustsay he was much to be pitied if innocent. 
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Mississrrrt. Most gloomy indeed, do the a 
cords of this state present its pecuniary condition r. 
several! years the annual expenditures of the state })... 
exceeded its receipts. For the last twelve months the 
receipts were $161,000, and the expenses $491,009 a 
nearly three to one: During the year, the treasurer w. : 
compelled to fail in the payment of a large amount of 
auditor’s orders. 

In the statement of the condition of the banks, jt 
seems that the greater part have failed altogether. Of 
the Mississippi Union bank, founded on the bonds of 
the state, a most melancholy account is given. Th, 
capital, was, we believe, fifteen millions of dollars. Of 
the assets eight millions of dollars are returned, as “Vina. 
vailable resources,” and is of course, lost. This comes 
almost entirely from the miserable plan of advancing on 
cotton; On most of which, the bank lost thirty dollars 
per bale. ; 


Ratt roaps. Since the opening of the Liverpool] 
and Manchester rail road in England in 1830, upwards 
of 1,100 miles of rail road has been put into Operation 
and nearly the same length is now in progress. The 
total capital invested therein amounts to three hundred 
millions of dollars. 


RalLWAay TRAVELLING. The facilities afforded by 
railways is well illustrated by the fact, that the dis. 
tance between London and York is traversed in tw. 
hours less time than between London and Lincoln 
although York is seventy miles farther from London 
than Lincoln is! 

It would require twelve stage coaches, carrying fif. 
teen passengers each, and one thousand two hundred 
horses, to take one hundred and eighty passengers two 
hundred and forty miles in twenty-four hours, at the 
rate of ten miles an hour. One locomotive steam 
engine will take that number, and go double the dis. 
tance in the same time, and, consequently, will do the 
work of two thousand four hundred horses! 

In reference to this subject the Philadelphia Gazetie 
has the following remarks: 

York and Cumberland rail road. This rail road, for 
whose construction a bill is now pending in both 
houses of the legislature of Pennsylvania, is intended 
to connect Baltimore with the Pennsylvania improve- 
ments, at or near the borough of Harrisburg. 

By it, the rail road communication will be twenty-siz 
miles less to Baltimore from Harrisburg, than it is from 
Harrisburg to Philadelphia. Tthe distanee between 
the first two named places being eighty-three miles, 
while that from Philadelphia to Harrisburg is one hun- 
dred and seven miles. Much mischiet has already 
been done to the business of Philadelphia, by the Tide 
Water canal to Havre de Grace, which in its first sea- 
son has diverted an amount of produce from transpor- 
tation over the Columbia railway, that would have 
yielded to the commonwealth, in tolls, more than 
$100,000. Nearly the whole of this produce has been 
lost to this city. So much for the loss of the summer 
business! 

Make this rail road communication to Baltimore, 
and the whole winter business will go to glut the Balti- 
more markets, draining the Cumberland valley and 
the adjoining region, of all their rich productions, 
= at this season, now find their way to Philadel- 
phia. 


Specie. Alarge amount of specie has been trans- 
fered from New York to Philadelphia, to buy up the 
depreciated United States bank notes with. The Pii- 
ladelphia Ledger of the 8th inst. states that “there is 
now supposed to be in the hands of the people of the 
city and county of Philadelphia more specie by ten 
times than there was this thime last week, and this 
amount will be daily augmented while there is a noe 
of the United States bank at a depreciation unre- 
deemed. 


Stocks. There has been a perfect panic in tle 
stock market, of course, in eonsequence of the banks 
again suspending payments of specie. Uniied States 
bank stock fell with a crash. It declined in New York 
within a few days before the suspension, from 52} to 
46, on ascertaining the suspension it sunk to 35, and on 
the 8th instant, went down to 25a264. A severe de- 
pression was experienced that day in all kinds of stock. 
State S’s sold at 80—Delaware and Hudson fell 23 
per cent.; Canton 4; N. American Trusi 3, &c. Vick: 
burg sold at 8. 


SIMULTANEOUS TEMPERANCE MEETINGS. The fourth 
Tuesday of February, is the day appointed for simulta- 
neous temperance meetings throughout the civilize 
world, when the friends of temperance, without regard 
to religious sects, or political parties, or conditions of 
life, assemble together in their different towns, or dis- 
tricts, and celebrate the triumphs, and seek to extend 
the blessings of the temperance reform. [Boston Jour. 


Temrerance. The legislature of Connecticut has by 
law referred the subject of retailing spirituous liquors '° 
the discretion of towns—the matier to be determined 
in town meetings. 

Upwards of 300 persons took the total abstinence 
pledge at West Troy, on Sunday week. 


Tin org. Gov. Page’s message to the N. H. legis 
lature announces the discovery of tin ore, in Coos ©0- 
at the foot of the White Hills, so pure as to yield 30 of 
40 per cent. of pure washed ore—one of the good re- 
sults of a geological survey of the state and more 1 
portant, as the same kind of ore has not been found 1n 
any part of the country, of sufficient value to pay {0 
the working, 
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